Iraq boosts forces at Turkey border 

(AP) — A Turkish politician on Sunday said Iraqi leader 
aaaaam Hussein told him Iraq increased its forces along its border with 
lurkey in response to Ankara's request for NATO air units, the 
semi-official news agency Anatolia reported. Erdal Tnonu, leader of the 
"■!? °PP os ' t '°n Social Democrat Populist Party, told a news conference 
in Baghdad after his meeting with Saddam that the Iraqi leader also 
disappointment about a recent reinforcement of Turkish forces 
at the border, Anatolia said. During the two-hour meeting, Saddam said 
that the latest Turkish military moves were imposed by the United States, 
according to Inonu. “Why is Turkey massing troops to the Iraqi border? Is 
it going to attack us? We are friends and close friends with Turkey for 70 
years. Saddam was quoted as saying. Saddam also said Iraq had no 
intention to attack Turkey nor any ambitions towards Turkish territory. 
Meanwhile, the Istanbul daily Hurriyet reported on Sunday that the 
Turkish armed forces would go on alerte starting on Jan/ 2. Hurriyet said 
several air units, including F-I6, F-I and F-5 airfighters. were in the 
process of being transferred to four military air bases in the southeast from 
the western central Anatolian air bases. 
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«u.s. policy too closely tied to Gorbachev* 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Senate Democratic leader George Mitchell 
said Sunday that the United States had tied its Soviet policy too closely to 
the fate of President Mikhail Gorbachev. “Gorbachev is. of course, an 
historic figure. But there has been an enormous personal tsauon of 
American policy — almost to the degree dial it's as though he’s going to 
be there forever, which we know he is not.” the Maine Democr at sa id to 
an interview on U.S. television. Mitchell said ominous signs bad emerged 
from the Soviet Union in the last few days, and said the possibility of a 
return to dictatorial rule seemed to be rising. Foreign Minster Eduafd 
Shevardnadze abruptly resigned on Thursday with an impassioned 
warning that “reactionaries” threatened the Soviet Union with dicta- 
torship? Mitchell said the United States should continue to send 
substantial aid to Moscow “unless and until a crackdown Occurs. But I 
don't dunk we should be providing any foreign assistance if there is a 
crackdown and a return to authoritarian rule.'' Referring to Gorbachev. 
Mitchell said: “I think we should be supportive; we' certainly should be 
grateful for all he’s done. But I think our policy ought not be as highly 
personal as it has been.” 
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French minister 
cancels Saudi talks 

PARIS (R) — Defence Minister 
Jean -Pierre Chevenement, visit- 
ing French forces in Saudi Ara- 
bia, cancelled a meeting with his 
Saudi counterpart Sunday after 
local authorities banned two 
Christmas rock concerts for 
French troops, military sources 
said. “The minister's decision 
(to cancel the meeting) was not 
unrelated to the intransigence of 
the Saudi authorities,” a senior 
military source said in Paris. 
Chevenement, who arrived in 
Riyadh on Sunday, was due to 
meet Saudi Defence Minister 
A Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz 
before spending Christmas with 
French forces whose strength is 
expected to reach 10,000 men 
soon. The French army said 
Saturday it had cancelled the 
concerts at the request of the 
Saudi authorities, but French 
military sources later said talks 
were under way aimed at re- 
prieving one concert. 

Germans advised 
against visit 

• BONN (R) — Germany warned 
its nationals on Sunday not to 
travel to any country bordering 
Iraq, noting the United Nations 
deadline of Jan. 15, after which 
force may be used to oust Iraq 
from Kuwait. A Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said travel agents 
had been instructed to draw 
clients' attention to the situation 
in the Middle East, “especially 
concerning Jan. 15." He said 
many Germans who live in 
Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia came home for Christmas 
and were expected to stay. 

Chad wants 
to try Habre 

N'DJAMENA (R) — Chad is 
seeking the extradition of former 
President Hissene Habre. who 
sought asylum in Senegal after 
fleeing his country four weeks 
ago to escape rebels advancing 
on the capital. "The state coun- 
cil has begun moves to extradite 
former President Hissene Habre 
from Dakar in Senegal in order 
to bring him to justice,” govern- 
ment spokesman Mahamat 
Salem said. Chad’s new govern- 
ment has said it wilt set up a 
special criminal court to try 
, Habre, accused by human rights 
groups of ordering the torture 
and killing of hundreds of poli- 
tical prisoners during his nine- 
year rule^ 

Veteran Haaretz 
editor dies 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Gershom 
Gustav Schocken, (he veteran 
editor of the respected Israeli 
daily Haaretz and one of the 
country's most acclaimed jour- 
nalists, has died of a prolonged 
illness. He was 78. Schocken 
died Saturday morning at Shiba 
hospital in Tel Aviv of what 
Haaretz described as a “malig- 
nant disease” diagnosed a year 
ago. Schocken was born in 
September 1912 in Zwickau, 
Germany, and was the eldest son 
of Shlomo Salman Schocken. a 
businessman and art collector 
- who established the Schocken 
publishing houses. 

Rich Arabs suffer 
overeating problems 

MUSCAT (AP) — Rich Gulf 
Arabs eat too much, say doctors 
fighting what they term "mal- 
nutrition of the affluent,” the 
official English-language Obser- 
ver reported Sunday. The daily 
quoted Health Department 
Preventive Medicine Director- 
General Ahmad A1 Gbassani as 
saying “over-eating is becoming 
a real problem in Oman as in the 
rest of the Gulf. Malnutrition 
of the affluent is a condition 
caused by a lifestyle in which 
V rich and excessive food is con- 
sumed without attention to diet- 
ary needs. We have to tell peo- 
ple malnutrition, notwithstand- 
ing how it is caused, could lead 
to a host of serious diseases." 
Ghassani was addressing health 
service medical staff on a train- 
ing course in the capital orga- 
nised in collaboration with the 
World Health Organisation to 
help them identify and overcome • 
nutritional problems. Malnutri- 
tion of the poor was the main 
concern in the Sultanate 20 years 
ago before oil revenues were 
used to end a century of lack of 
development and high mortality 
rates. 


U.S. risks friends, allies 
and interests in case 
of war in Gulf — Qasem 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United States 
risks to lose its friends and allies 
in the region in the event of a 
military conflict in the Gulf, and 
the damage done to American 
interests in the region would not 
be easily repaired. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem said 
Sunday. . 

The minister also said that 
Washington's war rhetoric was 
contributing to strengthening an 
Iraqi feeling that military con- 
flict was inevitable and this has 
complicated efforts to initiate 
direct American-Iraqi contacts. 

Qasem said although a purely 
Arab solution to the four-and-a- 
half-month-old Gulf conflict was 
no longer possible. Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid was 
seeking an “Arab input" to 
efforts to avert a war in the 
region. 

However, "the continued 
threat of the use of force can 
only invite a reaction that can 
consolidate an eventual out-, 
break of hostilities," the minis- 
ter told the Jordan Times in an 
interview. 


Ambassador 
returns to 
Riyadh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 
Nasser Baxaineh, has returned 
to Riyadh, Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem disclosed 
Sunday. 

“Our ambassador has been 
jin Saudi Arabia for the last 
four days,” Qasem said Sun- 
day. 

Qasem said that Bataineh. 
who was recalled to Amman in 
late September, was in Am- 
man for consultations hinting 
that relations between the two 
countries were moving towards 
a better plain. 


The Iraqi leadership and peo- 
ple “already feel that war is 
inevitable because the other has 
made it look like there is no way 
out but force, and violence just 
breeds violence,” Qasem said. 

The minister said no one was 
going to benefit from a military 
conflict in the Gulf, least of all 


the United States. 

“What is it that the U.S. wants 
to safeguard as its interest in the 
region? Is it oil? Would it secure 
it with the attitude and the pat- 
tern it is taking? he asked, “it is 
quite sure that the area will be 
polluted as a result of this con- 
frontation. Do you think the 
U.S. will be more or less vulner- 
able in the region after a military 
confrontation? I believe the 
Americans will lose a great deal 
of their interest and allies, 
friends in the region. So who is 
going to benefit from this?" 

Prospects for American-Iraqi 
contacts, as proposed by U.S. 
President George Bush but set 
back by disputes over dates, de- 
pend on the attitudes of 
Washington and Baghdad, he 
said. But, he warned, “ultima- 
tums" will not serve any pur- 
pose. 

“One gathers that the U.S. 
wants Iraq to understand the 
position of the international 
community and the U.N. resolu- 
tions," he said. If that is the 
case, he pointed out. it should 
have been the U.N. secretary- 
general who carries such a mes- 
sage to Baghdad instead of an 
American official. 



Marwan Al Qasem 

The' minister said there had 
been talk that advisers to Sad- 
dam Hussein were not telling the 
Iraqi leader the truth and U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's 
mission to the Iraqi capital is 
aimed at telling the “troth" to 
Saddam. “If this is the reason, 
then it is a monologue, not a 
dialogue." he said. 

“I think that already on a few 
occasions, at least on the Iraqi 
side there is a willingness to 
discuss through a meaningful di- 
alogue,” he said. “We in Jordan 
would like to see an inter-Arab 
dialogue, particularly amongst 
the states who are directly in- 
volved in this. Although I think 
there is no exclusive Arab solu- 
tion today to the issue at hand, it 
is still imperative to have the 
Arab input joined with a 
genuine international input that 
would lead to a political break- 
through.” 

Jordan does not believe that it 
is essential that a final solution 

(Continued on page 5) 


Haifa ferry death toll rises 
to 21 American sailors 


HAIFA (Agencies) — The 
death toll in the sinking of a. 
charter ferry carrying American 
sailors was raised to 21 Sunday, 
including one man whose body 
has not yet been recovered, -a 
navy official said. 

The body of the 20th victim 
was recovered by Israeli divers 
earlier Sunday. Haifa police 
said. 

The ferry capsized Saturday 
shortly after midnight as it was 
carrying 102 American seamen 
to the aircraft carrier USS Sara- 
toga from a Christmas shore 
leave. 

Joseph S. Mobley, the Sarato- 
ga's skipper, told repoi ters Sun- 
day ahout the higher death toll 
after a tearful memorial service 
aboard the carrier. 

“It is 21 fives lost. We still 
have the man whom we have not 
recovered. We have the utmost 
confidence that he did perish,” 
Mobley said. 

“He was definitely on the fer- 
ry at the time of the accident, he 
was definitely not rescued,” 
Mobley said. “He is not on the 
ship, he is not ashore." 

About 1,200 crewmen of the 
Saratoga, including the 81 survi- 
vors of the accident, attended 


the memorial service in a hangar 
aboard the carrier. 

The ferry capsized in heavy 
seas while returning about 100 
Gulf duty sailors to the Saratoga 
after shore leave. 

The divers found the sunken 
ferry and the bodies of 16 U.S. 
sailors trapped inside Sunday. 

Port officials said work had 
started to raise the ferry. 

The divers told Israeli army 
radio there were no outward 
signs of damage, reinforcing re- 
ports that the ferry sank quickly 
after being bit by a large wave in 
heavy seas. 

Both U.S. and Israel officials 
ruled out sabotage. 

An Israeli diver identified as 
Sergeant G. told the radio: 

“We found it (the ferry) in 
what appeared to be a state of 
good repair. We found five ser- 
vicemen trapped inside... and 
afterwards some searched the 
other side and found 11 others.” 

Port officials and the radio 
said a naval team had begun 
operations to raise the vessel 
with a barge and crane but 
added that it could take days to 
bring it to the surface. 

(Costiniied on page 2) 


Soviet emigre tide to 
Israel turns to flood 


TEL AVTV (AP) — As Soviet 
Jews - continued to pouf" into' 
Israel Sunday in record num- 
bers, an immigration official de- 
manded the government declare 
a state of emergency to handle 
the influx. 

In the southern town of Beer- 
sheba, a group of new immig- 
rants raised a tent camp to pro- 
test lack of housing. And a 
group of Israelis staged a de- 
monstration to urge that mobile 
homes for immigrants not be put 
near their well-off neighbour- 
hood. 

About 5,500 Soviet Jews ar- 
rived in the country in a special 
airlift from Thursday through 
Satruday, and another 1,500 
were expected Sunday. 

Israeli officials have attributed 
the upsurge in immigration to 
fears of political instability and 
the economic crisis in the Soviet 
Union, as well as to improved 
transit through Eastern Euro- 
pean countries. 

"We have a political and eco- 
nomic crisis here, so nobody is 
passing an opportunity to leave 
for Israel, because this is the 
only possibility to get out,” 
Mikhail Chlenov, head of the 


Vaad, an umbrella group of 
‘Soviet Jewish organisation, told 
the daily Hadashot. 

Simcba Dinitz, chairman of 
the quasi-government Jewish 
Agency that handles immigrant 
transportation, said the rate was 
expected to increase to a regular 
influx of 1,500 Soviet daily. 

On Friday and Saturday, the 
government waived a ban on 
flights and ordered Israel's 
national carrier El Al to use 
every plane available to ferry the 
Jews from Eastern Europe. 

Officials expect more than 
30,000 Soviets in December, 
bringing this year’s immigration 
total to 200,000. The figure in- 
cludes Ethiopian and other Jew- 
ish immigrants, apart from the 
Soviets. Israel expects about one 
million Soviets by the end of 
1992. 

However, Israel radio Sunday 
dismissed any linkage between 
the stepped-up immigration and 
Soviet political tensions. It said 
the figure for December, so far, 
was lower than expected. 

“This is not an escape of Jews 
but an orderly exit,” said Abra- 
ham Ben-Melekh, the radio’s 
Soviet affairs correspondent. 


Gunman blames massacre of 7 
Palestinians on mental illness 

Israel rejects change in U.N. agency mandate 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A 21-year-old 
Israeli admitted in court Sunday 
that he shot to death seven 
Palestinians last May but said his 
actions resulted from mental ill- 
ness. 

The killings on May 20 in the 
Tel Aviv suburb of Rishon Le- 
zion set off three days of violent 
protests in the occupied territor- 
ies in which 16 Palestinians died 
of army gunfire, .refuelling the 
uprising. 

Ami Popper, from Rishon Le- 
zion, admitted the shootings 
through his court-appointed 
attorney, David Krimilovsky, oh 
the opening day of his trial in Tel 
Aviv district court, Israel Radio 
reported. 

District attorney Nurit 
Schmidt, who is prosecuting the 
case, said she intended to prove 
that Popper acted in cold blood 
and would call witnesses to tes- 
tify that he behaved calmly dur- 
ing the shootings, the radio said. 

Popper is charged with killing 
seven unarmed Palestinians and 
wounding 11 others in a so- 
called slave market, a spot 
where Arabs gather to be hired 
as day labourers by Israeli em- 
ployers. 


Popper, armed with an Uzi 
submachine gun, ordered about 
50 Palestinians to sit on the 
ground and then raked them 
with gunfire. Survivors later said 
they obeyed the man's orders 
because he had a gun and was 
wearing Israeli army pants. 

After Popper’s arrest, author- 
ities said he was deranged and 
despondent over a failed love 
affair. Army officials said Pop- 
per was dishonourably dis- 
charged early from service for 
being absent without leave, and 
newspapers reported he once 
fired a gun at an officer. 

Popper’s attomey claimed his 
client was mentally incapable of 
understanding the charges 
against him, but a panel of five 
court-appointed psychiatrists 
found him competent to stand 
trial. Family members later com- 
plained they could not afford 
examination by . independent 
psychiatrists. 

A former girlfriend, whose 
name was banned from publica- 
tion by the court, testified Sun- 
day that she broke off an affair 
with Popper two weeks before 
the Rishon Lezion killings and 
that he threatened to kill him- 
self, the radio said. 


In another development , 
Israel Sunday rejected any 
change in the mandate of U.N^, 
bodies assigned to the occupied 
territories following a Security 
Council resolution that called for 
the United Nations to monitor 
Palestinians’ safety. 

“We are totally opposed to 
any change in any of the interna- 
tional agenties,*’ Avi Pazner, 
senior adviser to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, told Reuters. 

Diplomats at the United Na- 
tions said Friday that U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar planned to use relief 
officials and member nations' 
consulates to monitor treatment 
of Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Political sources said Israel 
was still trying to confirm exactly 
what changes were proposed by 
Perez de Cuellar, who outlined 
his plans at a closed-door Secur- 
ity Council meeting. 

“We want to clarify that we 
object to any change of the 
traditional functioning of foreign 
legations,*' one political source 
said. Seven countries have con- 
sulates in occupied Jerusalem - 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq seeks 
WHO help 
to combat 
hepatitis 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has 
asked the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) to take steps to 
free medicine and medical 
equipment to combat hepatitis, 
one of the diseases it says is 
increasing because of United 
Nations trade sanctions. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(3NA) said a national commit- 
tee against hepatitis sent a tele- 
gram saying the sanctions halted 
imports of “the equipment and 
Special tools to discover the 
hepatitis B virus and also the 
vaccine against it.*' 

■ The report said the commit- 
tee told WHO officials the dis- 
ease was a major factor In the 
deaths of more than 2,000 chil- 
dren under five that have died as 
a result of the embargo. 

“The committee called in. the (1 
telegram on the World Health 
Organisation to interfere im- 
mediately to release the food 
and medicine seige and release 
imported medicine, vaccine, 
equipment and tools to control 
the hepititis virus in Iraq,” the 
news agency said. 

Iraq has said that hundreds of 
small children have died as a 
result of the embargo. 


Government presents its views, 
plans over agricultural credit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyar 
Sunday presented a report to 
Parliament about agricultural cre- 
dit and fanners' indebtedness as 
was requested by the Lower 
House, pointing out that the gov- 
ernment had given special atten- 
tion to the agricultural sector 
through giving credits for de- 
velopment projects. 

The minister reviewed obsta- 
cles that impede the agricultural 
sector in Jordan, specially those 
that resulted from the Gulf crisis 
and the closure of Jordan's tradi- 
tional markets in Arab Gulf 
states and due to the current 
blockade imposed on Jordan. 

The minister blamed lack of 
coordination and a general policy 
in agriculture and lack of coop- 
eration among the credit corpora- 
tions m particular has brought 


about difficulties to this sector. 

According to the minister, 
money-lending institutions in Jor- 
dan have been providing credit to 
the farmers since the 1960s, thus 
taking over this task from usurers 
and merchants who used to 
charge interest rates reaching in 
some cases up to 50 per cent. 

The minister presented his 
views about dealing with prob- 
lems affecting the farmers and 
their production and the inde- 
btedness. 

The government can by no 
means settle the debts due on the 
farmers in general, and there are 
some farmers who can pay their 
dues to the credit corporation and 
they should do so, Arabiyat 
noted. There must be certain 
criteria defining those farmers 
who deserve assistance from the 
government due to ifaeir heavy 


losses and their inability to pay 
any of the debts because they can 
not sell their products and for 
humanitarian reasons, the minis- 
ter suggested. 

He said that only those farmers 
who are involved in active farm- 
ing and who live on fanning 
lands, who are unable to pay. 
who lost their capital for reasons 
beyond their control and not for 
neglect, and those who had to 
face disaster and very serious 
social problems deserve govern- 
ment assistance. 

The minister suggested that 
money-lending corporations 
should prepare lists of names of 
needy farmers and the amounts 
due from them so that the gov- 
ernment can deal with their cases 
after a thorough study of each 

(Continued on page 5) 


Cheney says war clock is 
ticking, Iraq replies it is ready 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney 
said Sunday Iraq showed no sign 
of planning to withdraw from 
Kuwait and the clock was ticking 
towards war. The Iraqi defence 
minister responded that his 
country was ready to crush any 
military attack. 

“Today I see no sign that 
(Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
sein intends to withdraw his 
forces from Kuwait,” Cheney 
told reporters after talks on the 
Gulf crisis with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Honsi Mubarak. •' 

""‘ 4 *he continues to : «mnfnt 
more forces to the area. He., 
continues to build up his forth- 
fications. He continues to make 
public statements that Kuwait is 
now part of Iraq,” he said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has authorised military force un- 


less Iraq pulls out of Kuwait by 
January 15. 

The defence secretary stopped 
over in Cairo after five days of 
strategy talks in Saudi Arabia 
with senior U.S. and Saudi milit- 
ary officials. 

“The dock is ticking as each 
day goes by and he does not 
begin the withdrawal of his 
forces,” Cheney told a news 
conference before leaving the 
kingdom. 

In Cairo, he repeated the 
theme. ... ~ „ 

“Each day .th^rgoesby, each 
week without k sign of Iraqi 
.wjthtjbrawai, brings us that rftdtep 
’cpotyRtb- fte IJan. 15. dead- 
line., .one has to condude that 
the situation is not improving 
and that the days are drawing 
closer when we may be forced to 
resort to military force he said. 


Cheney thanked Mnbarak and 
Defence Minister Yousef Sabri 
Abu Taleb for Egypt's contribu- 
tion of nearly 40,000 soldiers to a 
U.S.-led force arrayed against 
Iraq following the Aug. 2 inva- 
sion. 

He also held brief calks with 
Czechoslovak Foreign Minister 
Jin' Dieostbrier — who re- 
qnested the meeting — to dis- 
cuss the crisis, security in the 
Soviet Union and Europe. 

In Saudi Arabia, Cheney said 
U.S. troops in the region were 
approaching 300,000 and that 
force,, .expected to swell to 
430.000 Ip coming weeks, would 
be ready to go on orders from 
President George Bush. 

But he seemed to tone down 
his rhetoric somewhat after 

(Continued on page 5) 


Benjedid 
arrives in 
Mauritania 

NOUAKCHOTT (Agencies) — 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid, on a whirlwind internation- 
al tour to seek a peaceful solution 
to the Gulf crisis, arrived Sunday 
in Mauritania. 

Benjedid, a veteran Middle 
East mediator, made no state- 
ment to reporters before meeting 
President Maaouya Oald 
Sid'ahmad Taya. 

He flew in from talks with 
Morocco's King Hassan, after 
previously seeing Pope John Papl 
and leaders in Italy, France and 
Spain. ’ 

- Earlier, he spent a week tour- 
ing nine Middle Eastern and 
North African countries including 
Iraq, Libya and Tunisia. 

Mauritania, - which is domin- 
ated by Arabic-speaking Moors 
but has a large black African 
population, supports Iraq in (he 
Gulf crisis triggered by the Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

No details were disclosed of 
Benjedid’s talks with King Has- 
san at the royal palace in Rabat. 

In Madrid. Benjedid told re- 
porters Algeria bad nor received 
any mandate and had no peace 
plan, the official Algerian news 
agency APS reported. 

The agency said the Algerian 
position was based on the pre- 
mise that Iraq “has a real and 
sincere will for a dialogue and a 
peaceful solution.’' 

It said Baghdad insisted on a 
concrete solution of the Palesti- 
nian question and was “fully 
aware of the reality of the balance 
of forces,” in the area. 

“Consequently the doors to 
dialogue still remain open, re- 
gardless of the quarrel over dates 
which must be overcome as 
quickly as possible.” 

Iraq and the United States 
have not been able to agree dates 
for high-level talks before the 
Jan. 15 deadline set by the U.N. 
Security Council for a total with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

Algerian Foreign Minister 
Sid’ahmad Gtaozali said Benjedid 
came to Morocco “conyinced 
there is room for a peaceful solu- 
tion and it is absolutely essential 
that we work together." 


Oman counsels patience 
and dialogue in Gulf crisis 


DOHA (Agencies) — Leaders 
of the Gulf Arab alliance Sunday 
deliberated options for war and 
peace in the Gulf while Oman 
pressed for a dialogue with Iraq 
ahead of any military strike. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
and his five partners in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
met here in an annual summit 
that aimed to focus on the Gulf 
crisis and efforts to devise a 
combined military strategy for 
the defence of the oil-rich re- 
gion. 

Official sources close to the 
summit said the Omanis were 
“counselling patience” and con- 
tending that fort her peace ave- 
nues should be explored before 
taking the military option 
against Iraq. 

“This does not mean that the 
Omanis are opposed to the con- 
sensus that the Iraqi leader 
should be disciplined forceful- 
ly,” said, one official, .who In- 
sisted on anonymity. “The Oma- 


nis are pmtners in the (U.S.-led) 
multinational force assembled in 
eastern Saudi Arabia to deal 
with the Iraqis if necessary." 

He said the Omanis saw that 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait were 
giving priority to military action. 
This, he contended, was justified 
because those two GCC coun- 
tries were directly affected by 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have 
insisted there will be no dialogue 
with Baghdad before the Iraqis 
pull out of Kuwait uncon- 
ditionally and the Al Sabah 
family is reinstated as rulers of 
the emirate. 

“The GCC leaders are set 
against rewarding the aggressor 
with any concessions,” Qatari 
Foreign Minister Mubarak Al 
Khater said earlier. “They will 
not engage in any dtalogue or 
bold any negotiations with the 
Iraqi leader before his forces are 
completely withdrawn from 
Kuwait." 


Hrawi, Karami strive 
hard to form cabinet 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and Prime’ 
Mi n iste r-d esignate Omar Kara- 
mi are facing difficulties in form- 
ing a national reconciliation gov- 
ernment charged with ending 15 
years of dvil war. 

The Falange Party, the biggest 
right-wing Christian political' 
force in Lebanon, has joined the 
nation's main Christian militia in 
refusing to participate ‘in Kara- 
mi’s projected cabinet. 

The move dampened Kara- 
mi’s chances of quickly forming 
a broad-based new government 
to replace that of Prime Minister 
Salim Al Hoss,, who resigned 
with his 14-man cabinet Thurs- 
day. 

Both Falangist as well as 
Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea’s Lebanese Forces mili- 
tia claim Karami plans' to bring 
in more pro-Syrian Christians 
than right-wingers. 

“Those potential members of 
the. cabinet do not represent the 
Christian community. Their 


wide presence in the cabinet. 
creates an imbalance in favour of 
the Muslims,” said Falangist 
statement published Sunday. 

- “Such a government will mur- 
der reconciliation rather than 
bripg it about,'* the statement 
said. 

It was alluding' to Eire 
Hobefka, Geagea’s main Syrian- 
backed Maronite Catholic rival, 
and Assa’d Hardan, a senior offi- 
cial of the Syrian Social 
Nationalist Party (SSNP). 

The SSNP is a secular 
Lebanese leftist faction that 
advocates that merger of Leba- 
non, Syria, Iraq, Jordan pre- 
Israel Palestine, Kuwait and 
Cyprus in a greater Syria. 

Official sources said Hrawi 
was in contact with the Lebanese 
Forces and the Falange (kataeb) 
party! in a bid to win them over. 

“There has been no break- 
through yet," one source told 
Reuters. “But the formation of 
the government cannot be de- 
layed much longer.” 


.A- 
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U.S. Congress vote on Gulf 
possible as inquiry ends 


U.S. forces on special 
alert over .Christmas 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Congress could soon face a 
politically perilous vote on 
whether to endorse President 
George Bush's policy on the 
Gulf as fears of a war there 
grow. 

A vote appearing to support a 
war could come back to haunt 
members if U.S. forces become 
bogged down in a costly military 
operation. A vote against could 
appear to undercut the troops 
and give Bush political ammuni- 
tion if his policy succeeds. 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas Foley said last 
week rhe president would have 
to take the initiative in seeking a 
resolution authorising force in 
the Gulf, where U.S.-led multi- 
national forces are ranged 
against Iraq. 

While an affirmative vote was 
likely it would not be over- 
whelming. Foley added. 

Hearings before Senate and 
fjouse committees ended on 
Thursday with former British 
Prime Minister Edward Heath 
testifying to the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Congressional leaders are be- 
ginning to look ahead to a possi- 
ble January debate focusing on a 
resolution of support for Bush's 
policy. If it takes place, it is 
likely to be before the United 
Nations-im posed Jan. 15 dead- 
line for Iraq to leave Kuwait, 
after which force can be used to 
eject Baghdad's troops. 

Members are aware that such 
a debate would almost certainly 
produce political fallout. 

Senate Democratic leader 
George Mitchell said events in 
the next few weeks, especially 


any U.S . -Iraqi talks on the crisis, 
would affect Senate action, be- 
cause of the uncertainty he de- 
clined to predict the terms of a 
Senate debate. 

In the six weeks since Bush 
announced plans to increase 
U.S. troop strength in the Gulf 
to about 400.000" for a possible 
offensive, critics, mostly opposi- 
tion Democrats, have called for 
time to allow a U.N. economic 
blockade to work. 

They have been backed by 
many of the expert witnesses at 
the congress ional hearings — 
most significantly Admiral Wil- 
liam Crowe, who retired only 
last year as chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Congress had planned to re- 
cess for much of January but 
because of the Gulf crisis the 
House is expected to stay tech- 
nically in session and Mitchell 
says the Senate will not take a 
recess. 

The White House says Bush 
would like any congressional re- 
solution on the crisis to mirror 
The U.N. resolution. 

Although Bush's policy is the 
subject of sharp debate, Mitchell 
and six other senators who 
accompanied him on a recent 
trip to the Gulf muted their 
reservations last Thursday and 
were unanimous in supporting 
his goal of getting Irarq to puli 
out of Kuwait. 

Many Democrats have said 
the decision to increase the 
American force strength 
changed U.S. policy from the 
announced “Desert Shield” to a 
“desert sword.” Some have ac- 
cused him of putting the United 
States on a course tq war. 
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But Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole said last week the 
congressional hearings had sent 
“dangerously misleading sig- 
nals” about the U.S. stance on 
the crisis. 

Administration officials have 
voiced doubts that a sanctions- 
only policy would force Iraqi 
withdrawal. They fear that 
trying sanctions for up to 18 
months as suggested would risk 
fraying the international anti- 
Iraq coalition. 

The administration and lead- 
ing members of Congress are 
also at odds over the congres- 
sional role in sending U.S. 
troops into battle. 

“Agents in place* 

Iraq and Libya have agents in 
place ready to attack U.S. and 
British targets in the Middle East. 
Europe and the United Stares if a 
war begins in the Gulf, a U.S. 
magazine reported Saturday. 

The report in U.S. News and 
World Report said U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies believe there are 
underground cells of extremists in 
major U.S. cities ready to act on 
orders from Iraq and Libya in 
case the United States and its 
allies attack Iraq. 

“Based on counter-intelligence 
evidence gathered in Turkey, 
Morocco and Pakistan, analysts 
have concluded that ... gangs 
financed by (Iraqi President ) Sad- 
dam Hussein and (Libyan leader) 
Muammar Qadhafi already have 
picked their targets for a revenge 
offensive in case of war." the 
weekly magazine said in its latest 
edition. 


Haifa 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israel army radio reported 
that some of the sailors were 
drunk and at least one of the 
dead had been handcuffed, 
apparently after being arrested 
by U.S. military police for 
drunkenness. 

Alan Dooley, a Pentagon 
spokesman, said Saturday that 
no sailors aboard the boat were 
in handcuffs. 

Three investigations by Haifa 
police, the Israeli port authority 
and the. U.S. navy, have been 
launched into the sinking of the 
Israeli feriy Tuvia. 

It remained unclear what hap- 
pened to the 57-foot, double- 
deck ferry. Survivors reported 
! that waves of about three to four 
feet had been pouring water 
over the stem and that two 
larger waves then hit the ferry, 
overturning it. 

Israeli port officials said that a 
large number of sailors had con- 
gregated in the back of the ferry 
in anticipation of getting off and 
may have destabilised the craft. 

The ferry went down about 
200 metres" from the Saratoga : 
which was anchored about 1.5 
kilometres off Haifa's shore. 

The Saratoga task force, 
based at Maypon naval air sta- 
tion in Jacksonville. Florida, in- 
cludes the destroyer Sampson, 
cruiser South Carolina and com- 
bat stores ship Sirius. I: has 
6,200 men. including about 
4,500 aboard the Saratoga. 

The ships anchored off Haifa 
Thursday for the holidays, with 
shore leaves beginning Friday. 

The Saratoga" and its three 
escort ships were in the Red Sea 
as part of the naval buildup in 
the Gulf region. 

The accident was the deadliest 
involving U.S. servicemen in 
Operation Desert Shield, and it 
raised the number of Americans 
who have died to at least 7a. 


WITH U.S. FORCES. Saudi 
Arabia (R) — U.S, forces in the 
Gulf have been put on a high 
state of alert in case Iraq tries to 
stage a surprise attack over the 
Christmas holiday, military 
sources said Monday. 

The military is apparently 
worried about a possible strike 
similar to one by Egypt and 
Syria on Israel in October 1973. 

A senior U-S. military official 
said troops would be on special 
alert for about a week. 

“They fU.S. soldiers) under- 
stand that we're going to be on a 
heightened state of alert at that 
time because the enemy might 
think that we won't be and try to 
take advantage of us,” said the 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

The commader of U.S. forces 
in the Gulf. General Norman 
Schwarzkopf, has acknowledged 
that the multinational force mas- 
sing against Iraq faced increased 
danger over Chris tarns and said 
his troops would be prepared. 

“You bet. I don't tell the 
enemy anything but I will damn 
sure tell Saddam Hussein that he 
should not expect us to be all 
stood down on Christmas and 
think that he's going to be able 
to catch us napping and asleep 
on Christams Day.” he said. 

“That's not going to happen. 
All of my troops out there 
understand that." 

A British military spokesman 
would nor comment on the alert 
status of his country's forces but 


said: “We’re aware something 
could happen. The troops will 
have an enjoyable Christmas, 
but rest assured we will not 
lower our guard over the holi- 
days.” 

U.S. air defence would play a 
key role in detecting the first 
signs of an Iraqi strike. 

“I don't like to be surprised,” 
said U.S. Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Ryan, commanding officer 
of the marine 2nd light anti- 
aircraft missile battalion. 

“Knowing there's a holiday 
season coming up, we're going 
to be more vigilant. We*H be on 
a heightened state of alert.” 

British Armed Forces Minis- 
ter Archie Hamilton told mem- 
bers of his nation's “desert rats” 
armoured brigade last week they 
should prepare for a sudden 
attack. 

Iraq, he said, might stage a 
pre-emptive strike as it in- 
creasingly felt the pressure of a 
United Nations deadline author- 
ising use of force unless it with- 
drew from Kuwait by Jan. 15. 

“1 think possibly as (Iraq 1 gets 
more desperate then that danger 
might increase." he said. 
“We've got to be alert all the 
time.” 

At least two U.S. military 
units in the Gulf were put on red 
alert for a few minutes last Fri- 
day. The reason for calling the 
highest level of alert was not 
disclosed but one U.S. spokes- 
man said it was not an exercise. 


German firms said seeking 
to violate anti-Iraq sanctions 


BONN (AP) — A government 
official said Saturday that clues 
had been found indicating Ger- 
man firms had planned to break 
international sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Volker Franzen. spokesman 
for the Economics Ministry , said 
there are signs “a few” German 
firms had made plans to try to 
ship goods that violated the 
U.N. embargo. 

He did not name the com- 
panies or give other details. 

Franzen said the dues came 
from a list, compiled by U.S. 
offidals. of German firms sus- 
pected of breaking the embargo. 

He said that so far in the 
government's examination of the 
U.S. information,' no proof has 
been found that German^ goods 
had- illegally landed in iraqr. 

Westdeutscher Runkfunk 


radio had earlier quoted Franzen 
as saying German goods may 
have actually been shipped in 
violation of the sanctions. The 
radio later corrected its report. 

Der Spiegel magazine has re- 
ported two German companies 
may have helped Iraq in the 
production of nerve gas. The 
magazine also alleged a third 
German firm gave Iraq sensitive 
nuclear know-how and equip- 
ment. but the company denied 
the report. 

•On Friday, the government 
confirmed Spiegl’s report that 
U.S. intelligence had handed 
over to Bonn a list of 50 German 
companies suspected of violating 
the embargo. 

At the time, government 
spokesman Dieter Vogel said 
the matter was being investi- 
gated. 


Dates 
answer 
to sugar 

shortages 
in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Dates may 
be the answer to shortages of 
sugar brought on by United Na- 
tions sanctions imposed against 
Iraq after its invasion of Kuwait 

Confectionaries are now mak- 
ing date-based sweets, like 
‘'madgoga,” instead of the tradi- 
tional, richer sweets like “bakla- 
wa” and “min alsama” which 
require plenty of sugar, flour 
and fat to make. 

Dates are the Iraqis’favouritc 
winter fruit. But they have rarely 
tried to turn it into a dessert. 
The younger generations have 
heard about “madgoga” from 
their grandmothers, but a few 
have tasted the sweet. 

Madgoga “is cheap and easy 
to make. I wonder why we had 
forgotten It and have only re- 
membered our best traditional 
sweets in this hour of crisis.” 
said Abdul Hussein Jawad, 
whose family is a well-known 
Baghdad sweetmaker. 

Jawad said he makes “madgo- 
ga" by adding sesame paste to 
ground dates. Something he 
adds nuts and coconuts to make 
it tastier and more nourishing. 

Dates and milk constituted the . 
staple diet of bedouin tribes in 
the desert, mainly because the 
fruit is rich in vitamins and milk 
contains the water necessary for 
rehydration. 

Madgoga was rediscovered af- 
ter sweets shops were forced to 
dose in the wake of internation- 
al sanctions that followed the 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The embargo has forced the 
government to ration some food 
items; induding cooking oil. 
flour, milk and sugar. These 
items have disappeared from the 
market, but families receive li- 
mited quantities from govern- 
ment centres. 

Iraq says that more than 2,000 
children under five have died 
because of shortages in medi- 
cines and baby food that fol- 
lowed the U.N. embargo. Diplo- 
mats say there are no serious 
shortages in medicines. 

Iraq is . the world's leading 
dates producer, provide interna- 
tional markets with more than 80 
per cent of its supplies. 

The country produces 300 
kinds of dates but exports about 
20. keeping the rest for domestic 
consumption. 


Iraq not a nuclear threat 
at present, says expert 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Iraq apparently lacks sufficient 
material to build a nuclear 
bomb, an American nuclear ex- 
pert told a congressional panel 
December 18. 

Physicist Sidney Drell. deputy 
director of the Stanford Linear 
Accelerator Centre, said that 
Iraq's “known supply" of highly 
enriched uranium “seems not 
quite enough to produce a nuc- 
lear weapon.” He stressed, 
however, that a proper evalua- 
tion of the Iraqi nuclear prog- 
ramme would depend on “de- 
tailed intelligence information,” 
which could not be discussed in 
open session. 

Drell was asked about Iraq's 
nuclear potential during a hear- 
ing of the House of Representa- 
tives Armed Services Committee 
concerning safety requirements 
of the U.S. nuclear weapons 
programme. 

In an apparent reference to 
published reports indicating that 
Iraq currently possesses 12.5 
kilogrammes of the enriched 


uranium. Drell told the commit- 
tee. “if the amount they have is 
the amount that’s been identi- 
fied in the press,” then there is 
no short-term nuclear threat 
from Iraq. 

But he was careful to note that 
a real threat could emerge from 
Iraq in future years. “I see no 
reason.” he said, “to feel com- 
fortable that some years down 
the line, they won't have a li- 
mited nuclear arsenal.” 

Drell appeared before the 
lawmakers as chairman of the 
Panel on Nuclear Weapons Safe- 
ty. which was created by the 
House Armed Services Commit- 
tee in May. 1990. after questions 
arose 3bout the safety of several 
U.S. nuclear weapons. 

After the two other members 
of the panel — Nobel Laureate 
Charles Townes and John Fos- 
ter. chairman of the Defence 
Science Board — said they 
would not comment on the Iraqi 
nuclear programme in open ses- 
sion. the committee closed the 
hearing to the press and public. 


In earlier testimony, the three 
experts discussed their recently 
published study, in which they 
call for “enhanced safety" in the 
U.S. nuclear weapons program- 
me. 

Their report identifies a num- ' 
ber of older nuclear weapons in 
current nuclear stockpiles “that 
do not meet present... design 
criteria” and urges the creation 
of a joint team from the Defence 
and Energy departments to 
“scrutinise and challenge” the 
designs and operational proce- 
dures for all nuclear weapons 
systems either m the stockpile or 
under development. 

Drell assured the committee 
that the U.S. nuclear stockpile is 
not unsafe and that the recom- 
mendations made in the report 
are simply intended to raise safe- 
ty standards to a higher level. 
"We have a system that has 
avoided serious accidents so 
far,” he said, adding that with 
Cold War tensions easing, "we 
have a great opportunity to 
make this a safer system.” 
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Kuwait-based Palestinian 
allowed rights to sponsor 


DUBAI (AP) — Palestinians 
registered as residents of 
Kuwait, which Iraq calls its 
“19th province,'’ have been 
given the right to sponsor fore- 
ign nationals who wish to remain 
in the emirate, travellers said 

Sunday. , _ . 

A number of Indians who fled 
Kuwait through Dubai en route 
to India, who declined to be 
identified, said several thousand 
Indians have now acquired the 
new Iraqi documents that permit 
them to stay in Kuwait. 

Members of the large expatri- 
ate population that fills the 
labour gap in the oil-rich coun- 
tries can only acquire residence 
permits if they are sponsored by 
local citizens, companies or gov- 
ernment departments. 

The Indian sources said .the 
Palestinians have been given the 
status of a “first class" resident 
with the right to sponsor other 
foreigners. 

Until Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, the Palestinians them- 
selves were under the spon- 
sorship of Kuwaiti nationals. 

It was not clear from the 
accounts given by the retiuning 
Indians whether the Palestinians 
were charging fees for spon- 
sorship. 

Under normal circumstances, 
as is the practice in other Gulf 
countries, foreigners apart from 
those directly employed by the 
sponsor have to pay an annual 
fee for die privilege. 

After declaring Kuwait its 


19th province, Baghdad issn^ 
new identity documents to. 
residents. In law October, 
announced that all foreign 
nationals had to regularise their 
status by finding new sponsors 
and acquiring new identity pap. 
ers by Nov. 20. The deadline ^ 
later extended to Dec. 5. 

Iraq annexed Kuwait six ^ 
after its Aug. 2 invasion of the 
country, which had som e 

100,000 Palestinians, the Urges 
expatriate community out of j 
total of about a million. 


The Palestinians in ' Kuwait 
according to accounts by several’ 
refugees, were split over the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, some 
critical but the larger number 
supportive. 

The rest of the population 
an estimated 800,000 — wen 
Kuwaitis of whom nearly 

500,000 either were away cm 
summer holiday or fled their 
homeland, leaving foreiga 
nationals under their spot), 
sorship stranded. 

As elsewhere, members of the 
foreign community who opted to 
leave Kuwait had to be issued 
exit visas. The bulk of the 
110,000-strong Indian commun- 
ity who left acquired them. ^ 

But according to some eva- 
cuees there are still several 
thousand Indians and other fore- 
igners who have opted to stay, j 
Some have not been able to find 
sponsors among the Kuwaitis 
who remain under occupation. 


Germans, Dutch ‘promise 
ammo for British forces’ 


LONDON (AP) — Germany 
and the Netherlands have prom- 
ised to supply ammunition in 
support of British armoured 
forces in the Gulf, the British 
broadcasting Corporation re- 
ported Sunday. 

The Ministry of Defence, 
however, denied the BBC's re- 
port that British forces now m 
Saudi Arabia had concluded 
they did not have sufficient 
ammunition. 

“Our forces in the Gulf have 
sufficient ammunition stocks," 
said a Defence Ministry spokes- 
man, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

“We are seeking further 
stocks for those forces that; are 
going out in the new year, the 
Movement of the 4th brigade 
backing tip 4th brigade which is 
already out there.” 

Britain announced on Nov. 22 
that is was moving from 4th 
brigade from Germany, where it 
is part of NATO forces, in a 
move that nearly doubled the 
British commitment to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Ministry of Defence said 
4ch brigade's armament would 
include 175 Challenger Main 
battle tanks, 96 Scimitar and 
Scorpion fight tanks and antiair- 
craft weapons. 

The new deployment will add 

11.000 soldiers to the previous 
British commitment of 16,000. 

The BBCs diplomatic repor- 
ter, Paul Reynolds, said the re- 
port that Britain was seeking 
ammunition support from its 
allies emerged on Prime Minis- 
ter John Major's return flight to 
Britain on Saturday. 

Reynolds said the appeal bad 
been made at the European 
Summit in Rome a week ago. 

Before leaving Washington. 
Major commented that war with 
Iraq was not inevitable, but he 
expected any conflict to be brief. 

“I don't think it would be a 
lengthy operation but I am not 
going to speculate about tim- 
ing.” he said. 

Reynolds said other British 
officials explained that they ex- 
pected any conflict to last about 
six to eight weeks. 


Prince Charles, ending a visit 
to Britain's forces in the Gulf, 
took a fighter-pilot's eye look at 
the desert Sunday. 

He climbed into the cockpit of 
a folly armed Tornado but kept 
all wheels firmly on the grounds. 
Asked if he would like to take^ 
the plane up, the 45-year-old 1 
prince said: "One day. yes (but) 

I think I'm getting too old for 
this." 

On Saturday, the prince rode 
a Challenger tank, charted to 
infantrymen in gasmasks and 
was shown by an Australian 
officer how to throw a boomer- 
ang. 

He said British forces were 
ready for :war.- - 

“They^are ^ighly^rofessfonal J 
and incredibly well-prepared,’' 1 
he told' ! Hrp6fters.~~ s " 

On Saturday evening, the 
royal visitor dined on a royal 
navy frigate as it enforced an 
international blockade of Iraq by 
challenging .a . Panamanian- 
registered tanker. 

Wine was served but as the i 
warship was in international wa- 
ters the liquor would presumably 
cause no offence to the Saudi 
authorities, for whom alcohol is 
anathema. 

All Western forces in the Gulfj 
will celebrate Christmas anc’ 
New Year without the tradition- 
al alcoholic beverages ont of 
deference for their hosts' feel- 
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Changing the mandate of ^ 
U.N. bodies would require a ^ 
Security Council resolution, and 
the United States, which has the ^ 
power to veto a resolution, has 
raised objections to such a plan- 

Diplomats quoted Perez de ^ 
Cuellar as saying he would ask 
Giorgio Giacomelli, the Vienna- 
based head of the U.N. Relief * i 
and Works Agencv for Palestine *fosi 
Refugees (UNRWA), to reques^r 
members of his 2,300-persoff ^ D 
staff to file reports on the situa-l^Jtnc 
tion. ,3lIS 
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Iraqis convinced of their cause, 
will fight to the end — British MP 
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AuT’A Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
. *> bh> conferred at the Royal Court 




I fin ^ 3 > n.L. wu*w,. — — iwj« »-oun 

;^'000 pjjcl . Sunday with visiting Yemeni 
‘ x Patri aie Minister of Higher Education 

0tal of ab^°"V a** 1 Sde 1 ? 1 ^ Research Ahmad 
The h Utij t’ Qadt. At the meeting, 
iccordi^ attcndc<i fa y Minister of Educa- 

efuefJT® to W-' °° a Mohammad Hazn dan and 
rani i *^e!/ the Yemeni ambassador to Jor- 
Tittran?' 0 " of? ' dan '* thcy discussed bilateral 
IIr ,“r , b m ib. fi cooperation in educational 
“Ppon.ve. ^ fieicT 

n - resi of it. They Yemeni minister was 
estimated tr/- earlier received by Prime Minis- 
aitis of ter Modar Badran with whom he 
WJJ °0 eiih^. ' ■ reviewed Yemeni-Jordanian 
u mmer holjl*^ educational cooperation and 
0 mela n( j i- tf - promotion of joint research 
ationals ’ u -^: programmes. 

^rship strande? T** two ades review e4 the 
As implementation of bilateral 

3r eign cotnmrl^ agnManems on education and 
save* Kuwai. t®- 5 '. the exchange of expertise in edu- 
xit v isas Tv r cational and vocational training 
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y who le^ 8 ^ The Yemeni minister Sunday 
v, ^ also toured several educational 
“ ut acc ordi s , b institutions and learnt about the 
uees there ^ Jordanian educational system, 
tousand ludj^ 1 Accompanied by his delcga- 
mers who tion. Qadi visited the Teachers 

ome have nm^T Training College of Amman and 
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KING RECEIVES JAPANESE OFFICIAL: 
HSs Majesty King Hussein Sunday receiv e d at tbe 
Royal Cmnt former Japanese Foreign Minister 
Saporo Ofcha and e xc han ge d with hbn views on 
the Golf crisis. The King stressed Jordan's 
position, calling for a peaceful settlement to the 
Gulf crisis with the aim of sparing the region and 
the whole world a catastrophe which might result 


from a military confrontation. Okita praised tbe 
efforts made by King Hussein since the beginning 
of the crisis and stressed the need for pursuing 
such efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement. The 
audience was attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and tbe Japanese ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. 


^° ns °r5 amr^- was briefed on its programmes 


remain ujL ; 2 nd systems. Later they visited 

Princess Alia school and other 

_ Schools in Amman and learnt 

1*11 more about tbe educational 

A programmes in the country. 

• 1 n AI Qadi and the accompany- 

ISfl tom “8 defeS 31 * 011 visited Saturday 
p the Jordan University of Science 

rnnee Ch;^ and Technology (JUST) and 
Britain s for®; toured its various departments 
>K a righier-pilaj. and facilities. Qadi met with 

• oesen Swufa, JUST President Kamel Ajlouni 
ne climbed unit and discussed with him scopes of 
My a ntied Toiti cooperation between JUST and 
wheels firmJyoaE institutions of higher education 
ked if he tvoc^ in Yemen. The Yemeni minister 

plane up. fe; and die delegation also visited 
nee said: -0w c Yarmouk University where they 
hink I’m sen®- were received by its President 
‘ Ali Mahafza. The delegation 
Dn Saturday, fc- also visited the university's Insti- 
Zhaileneer iaat tBte of Archaeology and 
in:r>men m k Anthropology. 
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Israel races to bring in 
immigrants — Qatanani 
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28 cases 

MAIDS 

reported 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has 45 cases of AIDS or AIDS 
carriers, 80 per cent of whom 
are male, according to a 
senior official at the Ministry 
of Health. 

■ “The ministry keeps tight 
control over tbe spread of the 
disease by banning imports of 
all types of blood and examin- 
ing all blood stored at the 
blood bank to ensure that it is 
free of the AIDS virus." said 
Dt. Hani Shammout, head of 
the Department of Com- 
municable Diseases and chair- 
man of a national committee 
for combating the killer dis» 
case AIDS. 

Since the mid-1980s the 
blood bank in Jordan has ban- 
ned import of blood and hos- 
pitals have been relying on 
locally donated blood for op- 
erations, ministry officials 
sakL 

■ Last year, the Health Minis- 
tty said there were 25 AIDS 
victims. 

Shammout made the state- 
ment at the opening of a 
symposium organised by the 
ministry’s Primary Health 
■Care Department to spread 
awareness of the disease's im- 
pacts. 

Primary health care 

Addressing the symposium. 
Dr. Mamoun Maabreh. direc- 


~ tor the department said that 

primary health care consti- 
(i t$led the backbone of the 
s; ministry's health services and 

“tails spreading awareness of 
offlatagious diseases. 

IA.R1®* Jordan along with other 
countries of the world 
: °**«ved World AIDS Day 
.. 1990 on Dec. 1. The con- 

- ’ c ® n Wd authorities together 
with the United Nations Edu- 
:c •".•••. c ^°nal Sdentific and Cuitu- 
^ Organisation (UNESCO) 
•• ■... organised a day-I° r, g P r 9S - 

rainime of discussions with 
per*'.- *■■". - specialists informing the pub- 

i* lie about the dangers of 
: AIDS. 

■ \ A Ministry of Education 

'.I.- offidal told the meetings that 
■ a l JOn t 33 per cent of the school 

’ S^^tates could be exposed to 
Jv> i . ..■■•the disease because they 

sjeen 1- travel abroad for studies. 

UNESCO said that the 
Worid AIDS Day was part of 
J^cii ' a. global effort to meet die 
• . challenge of AIDS and noted 
that nearly 500,000 people 
around, the world were ex- 

■■■"/ pected to develop the disease 
^ between 1990 and 1991. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel has 
succeeded in exploiting the pre- 
sent Gulf crisis and the disarray 
in Arab ranks to step up the flow 
of Soviet Jewish immigrants into 
Israeli occupied Arab lands, and 
the newcomers during 1990 far 
outnumber ali those emigrating 
between 1980 and 1990. accord- 
ing to Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, 
director of tbe Foreign Minis- 
try’s Department for Palestinian 
Affairs. 

“Between 1980 and 1990 the 
total number of Jews emigrating 
to Israel from Europe, especially 
from the Soviet Union, num- 
bered 150,000 white the number 
of those emigrating from the 
Soviet Union alone, during th^ 
past month, was estimated, at 
J 30; 000: The number of immig : ,. 
-rants ip-mcceasing all. the time 
-die Israelis are in a'race against: 
> finie -! fd tiring m' as’ many' as' 
possible in the shortest oossibie 
period of time," Qatanani said 
in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. Sunday. 

“There is no doubt that Israel 
has exploited the present Gulf 
crisis and the differences and rift 
between Arabs to step up its 
drive to bring in Jews from 
around the world," he said. 

“The escalation of the im- 


migration process is now assum- 
ing a new. dangerous dimension 
because their (immigrants’) pre- 
sence means Israel's consolida- 
tion of its hold on the .Arab land 
of Palestine and occupation of 
other territories to absorb the 
increasing numbers." said Qata- 
nani. 

He said that due to the pre- 
sence of so many immigrants 
Israel's plans ate to uproot the 
Palestinians from their home- 
land to settle the newcomers. 

In his statement Saturday, 
Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem said that Israel planned 
to -.ettle no less than a million 
Jaws in the occupied Arab lands 
in the coming two years. 

He said that the ongoing rep- 


ing protection to the Palesti- 
nians, and the Security Council 
should direct its attention now 
towards convening an interna- 
tional peace conference to settle 
the problem." Oatanani added. 

*He said that such a move 
required an active role and con- 
certed efforts on the part of the 
Arab Nation. 

"One would expect to sec I 
further Israeli atrocities against 
the Arabs to drive them out and 
make room for the immigrants, 
whose number this year alone, 
according to Israeli officials, will 
reach nearly 200,000," Qatanani 
added. 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan 77mes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqis are con- 
vinced that they have a religious, 
historic mission to perform in 
the Gulf and arc quite we!! 
prepared to fight a battle against 
all odds with the multinational 
forces assembled in the Gulf, 
according to a senior opposition 
member of the British parlia- 
ment. 

Bernie Grant, a left-wing 
member of the British Labour 
Party, also believes that Jordan 
"has been given a raw deal for its 
position towards the Gulf cri- 
sis." 

"Britain, which enjoyed tradi- 
tionally dose relations with Jor- 
dan. did not give enough credit 
and respect for Jordan’s view- 
points and ideas over the Gulf 
crisis." said Grant, who repre- 
sents a group of 50 fellow 
Labour MPs seeking peace ir 
the Gulf. 

“I believe that Jordan was not 
treated fairly by our govern- 
ment. particularly when His 
Majesty King Hussein visited 
Britain in his quest for a pacefu!. 
negotiated settlement cf the 
Gulf crisis,” said Grant, who 
became the first black member 
of the British parliament when 
he won a seat for Tottenham, 
London, in 1987. 

Grant, who spent five days in 
Iraq last week on a mission 
aimed first and foremost a: 
“obtaining firsthand information 
on the Iraqi position towards the 
Gulf crisis,” said he was con- 
vinced that the Iraqi people 
would fight to the end in the 
event of a military conflict since 
they believe in what they are 
doing. 

"I have come off with a firm 
impression that the Iraqis 
staunchly believe that they have 
a religious, historic mission to 
perform and this explains the 
support that they extended to 
their government’s decision to 
lake over Kuwait." said Gram. 

He said he got his impression 


not only from the Iraqi leaders 
he met but from the “dozens 
people, students, tax id rivers, 
waiters, trade unionists and 
others," in Baghdad. 

Grant, who is on his way to 
London after the visit to Iraq 
arranged by the British Afro- 
Asian Solidarity Organisation, 
also believes that the ulterior 
motive of the U.S. in the Gulf 
region is to ensure that Iraq's 
military might is destroyed and 
Israel remains the only military 
power in the region. 

"At first I .believed that the 
Americans moves in the Gulf 
were aimed at ensuring the flow' 
of oil to die West," said Gram, ' 
who chairs the Labour Cam- 
paign for Peace in the Gulf. 

"Now I am convinced that the 
Americans arc not in the Gulf to 
protect their oil or restore the 
toppled regime of Kuwait,” 
Gram :old the Jordan Times in 
an interview in Amman. "They 
are there to destroy Iraq's milit- 
ary power and make sure that 
Israel remains the only military 
power in the region to protect 
their oil interests.” 

"I don’t believe that the 
Americans will launch an attack 
against Iraq immediately after 
Jan. 15." the deadline set by the 
U.N. Security Council for Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait or face 
war. Grant said. 

"They will wait at least until 
Feb. 15 since they need that 
much time to assemble a force 
capable of not only attacking 
Iraq but also of occupying Iraq 
and installing a pro-American 
government there," added 
Grant. 

Grant, who took over the 
chairmanship of the group of 50 
left-wing Labour MPs from Ton- 
nv Benn this month, said his 
mission to Iraq, where he met 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan and offi- 
cials, was aimed at picking up 
from where Benn left off. 

According to Grant, the Brit- 
ish people "are given a daily diet 
of how Saddam Hussein is a 


madman and a tyrant by the 
British media and arc not really 
awae of the facts of the matter 
involved in the Gulf crisis." 

He said his group was plan- 
ning a "massive protest rally" in 
London on Jan. 12 against war in 
the Gulf and expressed hope this 
event "will reflea the anti-war 
sentiments of the majority of the 
British people.” 

Grant argued that an opinion 
poll conducted in October which 
found that a majority of Britons 
support a war in the Gulf was 
"not really representative of the 
views of the British people.’’ 

If anything, he said, the views 
projected by the opinion poll 
were fed by the "biased reports 
that the British media have been 
giving to the British people." 

"That is why we believe this 
mission (to Iraqi is very impor- 
tant in that we will go back home 
and tell the truth about the 
situation to the British people." 
he added. 

Grant believes that Prime 
Minister John Major, "if left 
alone to work independently, 
will be able to steer an excellent 
diplomatic course away from the 
legacy he has inherited from 
(former Prime Minister Mar- 
garet ) Thatcher." 

“Mr. Major has already- 
shown that he is capable of 
following an independent policy 
on the domestic scene despite 
being a prisoner of the right- 
wing parliamentary group and 
the burden of Thatcherism," he 
said. 

"He is trying to put a human 
face to Thatcherism, and I be- 
lieve that if given a free hand he 
could be successful," he added. 

Grant said he totally sup- 
ported Iraq's Aug. 12 initiative 
calling for a linkage between the 
Gulf crisis and the rest of the 
problems of the Middle East, 
including the Palestinian issue. 

“After all, the Gulf crisis is 
only four months old but the 
Palestinian people have been 
waiting for 42 years for their 
land to be returned to them." he 


said. 

Grant said the United States 
"has no right to be an advocate 
of international legitimacy after 
what it did in Nicaragua, where 
it rejected rulings of the Interna- 
tiona I Court of Justice, and in 
Granada and Panama which it 
invaded." 

According to Gram, "the reg- 
ime that the U.S. wants to res- 
tore to power in Kuwait is neith- 
er democratic nor representative 
of Kuwait's people." 

"There goes the American 
argument of commitment to 
democracy," he said. 

Grant believes tiu: there is also 
a "silent majority" of the third 
world waiting in the wings, 
"closely watching the develop- 
ments in the Gulf, admiring 
Iraq's courage to stand up to a 
superpower, but this majority is 
unable to do anything for fear of 
the U.S., particularly after the 
exit from the world scene of the 
Soviet Union as a superpower.” 

Grant warned that "hundreds 
of thousands of people in the 
Third Wofld will face the prospect 
of starvation” and other economic 
difficulties in the even: of war 
in tbe Gulf. 

According to Mohammad 
Arif, secretary of the British 
A fro- Asian Solidarity Organisa- 
tion, "less than one per cent the 
three-million strong Afro- Asian 
community in Britain support 
the government’s approach to 
the Gulf crisis." 

"For the rest. Saddam Hus- 
sein is a hero who has dared to 
challenge a superpower," said 
Arif, who accompanied Grant 
on the Gulf mission. 

Grant was also highly critical 
of the leadership of the Labour 
Party, which has fallen in line 
behind the Conservative govern- 
ment’s policy vis-a-vis the Gulf 
crisis. 

“They have also been making 
bellicose statements and por- 
trayed a false image of a British 
society supporting a military op- 
tion in the Gulf,” he said. 
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House committees approve, discuss draft laws 


Referring to U.N. Security 
Council resolution b81 issued 
last Thursday, Qatanani said 
that Jordan and the rest of the 
world would wait and see 
whether protection for the 
Palestinians as provided in that 
resolution would be forthcom- 
ing. 

“That resolution should be 
developed and built on to serve 
as an effective means for provid- 


place. 

Qatanani said that tbe Octo- 
ber massacre of Palestinians 
near AI Aqsa Mosque served as 
a reminder to the world about 
the atrocities committed by- 
Israel and the protection which 
the Palestinians urgently re- 
quire. 


AMMAN {Petra) — The Lower 
House- of ParUajmen ir s i- L egal 
Committee Sunday approved 
the draft law on transfer of 
immovable property as it was 
submitted by the government. 

Tbe draft law provides for 
transfer of immovable property, 
including the right of disposal of 
privately-owned land by heirs of 
the deceased, in accordance with 
inheritance provisions as stated 


Meeting discusses 
problems facing 
maritime transport 




tu the Islamic law and the per- 
soriaT statute’s' law; in force. 

'' The draft law will take effect 
thirty days after its promulgation 
in the gazzette. The committee, 
which met under the chair- 
manship of its Speaker Hussein 
Mujalli. also approved the de- 
fence law for the year 1990, after 
inserting drastic changes to para- 
graphs on judicial 3nd par- 
liamentary control. 

The House’s Administrative 
Committee also met Sunday and 
discussed a number of issues 
referred to it by the House. The 
topics discussed covered health, 
education and agriculture issues. 

Monday the House's commit- 
tees on health, general free- 


’ AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Exporters Society Saturday 
held a meeting at Philadelphia 
‘Hotel to discuss problems facing 
the maritime transport and the 
difficulties encountered by Jorda- 
nian exporters and industrialists. 

Vice President of the society’s 
Board of Directors Kamal Qa- 
qtrish said that shipping plays a 
major role in export of Jordanian 
products and import of raw mate- 
rials needed for local industries. 

President of the Jordanian 
Shipping Agents Tawfiq Kawar 
reviewed die transport problems 
| saying that the biggest one was 
I the rise of war-risk insurance fees on 
ships heading for Aqaba, and the. 
inspection of ships at Tiran 
Straits, under the pretext of rein- 
footing the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolution 661. 

"Despite Jordan’s adherence 
to the Security Council resolu- 
tions, ships heading for Jordan 
are being exposed to harassment 
and inspection." Kawar noted. 

Sometimes, sailors are stopped 
at gunpoint or asked to discharge 
their cargo to inspect certain con- 


tainers at the bottom of ships. 
Such practices have negative im- 
pact on shipping from and to 
Jordan, according to shipping 
agents. 

As a result of such measures 
some 15 shipping lines are no 
longer operating on Aqaba route, 
thus leaving Jordanian exporters 
and importers with no choice 
over the line to use for shipping 
their goods. 

Kawar called on Jordanian in- 
dustrialists to import their goods 
from various sources and to ship 
them through different lines, 
rather than using one line. 

Director General of Jordan 
National Shipping Lines Yasser 
A! Tal said that maritime ship- 
ping from and to Jordan faced 
three major obstacles. They are 
related to Aqaba’s geographical 
location, which is almost 90 
nautical miles from international 
navigation lines, and Jordan’s re- 
liance on transit goods in view of 
the low volume of Jordanian im- 
ports. The transit goods account 
for 70 per cent of Jordan’s total 
imports, according to Tal. 


CANDLE LIGHT PEACE VIGIL 

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN IN JORDAN 
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
A CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1990 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
POLICE ACADEMY STREET 
ABDALI 

(Near King Abdullah Mosque, the Coptic Orthodox 
Cathedral, and the Greek Orthodox Church) 

AJ] Religious Faiths Participating 

Please bring a candle for each person in your family. You may 
also purchase candles on site for a minimal charge. Dress 
appropriately as ihe vigil will be beld on the street and will take 
place regardless of the weather. 




jJqms, and Palestine wih'ikj^t to 
"discuss several' issues rrferRd to 
them. 

The Palestine Committee will 
discuss its plan of action for the 
year 1991. The education com- 
mittee will also meet today to 
discuss the draft revised law on 
higher education for the year 
1990. the universities' draft law 
and the provisional law on 
education. 

The House’s Financial Com- 
mittee continued its debate on 
the important and export law 
and made some amendments to 
some of its articles. The commit- 
tee also approved a number of 
recommendations which will be 


ua-4 — ji 

AMMAN 


referred to the House for discus- 
sion in its forthcoming session. 

6 *— - • - • • 

hi another development, the 
Upper House of Parliament's 
Financial Committee discussed 
the draft budget law for the year 
1991. The meeting was attended 
by finance minister, minister of 
state for parliamentary .affairs 
and director of the Budget De- 
partment. 

The Legal Committee Satur- 
day approved number of laws 
referred to it by the Lower 
House. The laws included inde- 
pendence of jurisprudence, ;he 
revised law on residence and 
aliens affairs, and the revised 
law of the orphans fund. 
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WELCOME TO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings ate compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the da3y Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the feted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition entitled ‘L’orienl des cafes” at the French Cultural 
Centre- 

* Art exhibition by Makanwn Bagbondoqa at tbe Spanish 
Cultur al Centre. 

ft Ait exhibition by Hassan Jafad at the Royal Cultural Centre. 




The Rozena Restaurantl^ 


-"C 7 FOR Y0UR 

Christmas Eve dinner 24/1 2/1 990 

and Christmas lunch 

£ '' A special menu JD 7 

Children 50% 

To reserve call: 613572 






k. 


Monday 24/12 Excellent dinner at AI Andalussia res- 
taurant rate per person JD 16 

Tuesday 25/12 X-Mas buffet at the coffee shop, with 

music played by Rainbow Trio 
Price per person JD 10 for adults 

JD 5 for kids 

The dinner will be interrupted by distribution of 
gifts by Santa Claus 

For reservation pis. call tel 674111 

— 6^ Trust house Forte - — , 
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Where scale tips 

WITH BOTH Washington and Baghdad preparing for 
battle after the Jan. 15 U.N. deadline, Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid persists in his journey for peace across 
Europe and North Africa. No doubt the Algerian leader is 
pinning some hope on last-minute European intervention to 
avoid war and destruction in the Gulf region. France and 
Italy have both said they would be willing to spearhead such 
an effort. After all, in addition to the peoples and countries 
of the Middle East the European peoples and countries 
would be the most directly affected by an outbreak of 
hostilities over the Kuwaiti crisis. The U.S. may think it can 
afford a war in the Gulf because it is not so dependent on 
Arab oil and the theatre of any such war is thousands of 
kilometres from continental America. But Europe cannot 
think of itself in those terms: It is much closer to the area 
and would be the first to pay for its consequences. It is 
common knowledge that, with the exception of Britain, the 
European Comm unity is not always on the same wavelength 
as the White House on the crisis. There is a limit as to how 
Ear the EC nations would go to appease President George 
Bush's personal vendetta against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. And here is where a joint Arab-European role can 
be played effectively. 

On behalf of his president, the Algerian foreign minister, 
Sid Ahmad Ghozali. has proposed that the U.N. Security 
Council simply take a definitive stand on the need to resolve 
the Palestinian conflict. Such a clear-cut and unequivocal 
stance, he said, would untie the knot of the crisis and would 
unleash a wave of compromises from Iraq over the Kuwaiti 
case. Obviously Ghozali was making such an offer on the 
basis of information from the Iraqi president himself. With 
this In mind, an iron-dad position on the Palestinian 
problem is not a high price to pay in order to save all parties 
from a devastating war. 

Linkage or no linkage, a solemn pronouncement by the 
council's permanent members that a concerted effort will he 
able to settle the Pal&tinian question is not such an immoral 
position to take in any case, unless of course there is no 
political will on the part of the council’s members to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. If it would please Bush and bis 
secretaries of defence and state that such a bold commitment 
to deaf head on with the Palestinian problem be coupled 
with a clarification that there is no formal linkage between 
the conflicts of the Middle East and the Gulf then so be It. 
No one wants to be so petty as to make an insurmountable 
issue of this point. What the Arab side, ioduding Iraq, 
would insist on its separate but equal treatment of this part 
of the world. Would it not weigh heavily on the conscious of 
Washington to know that it could have avoided war by 
simply sending dearer signals that it intends to perform an 
honourable and noble task in the Middle East but did not do 
so for a petty reason? Since the Algerian foreign minister’s 
submission on a way out of the Gulf quagmire is part and 
pared of the Algerian president's ongoing search for peace. 
Bush can be a bit more accommodating of Iraq's legitimate 
demands when what is asked of him is not a terrible price 
anyway. All that is called for is a commitment to be fair in 
the Middle East and to be serious about it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday echoed Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Oasem's views about Security Council resolution 681 describing it 
as devoid of all meaning. Indeed, by issuing such resolution the 
Council failed to achieve anything: and in fact, the Council missed 
an opportunity that shouiu * been seized to deal with the 
Palestine question more effectively to bring about peace to the 
region, said the paper. Israel for its part did not only refuse the 
resolution, but also displayed further defiance to the world 
community by scoffing at it and declaring that it does not change 
anything, the paper noted. It said that the Council's delay in 
taking any action, and its failure to force the Israelis to give up 
occupied territory and recongnise the rights of the Palestinian 
people served as an encouragement for Tel Aviv and world 
Zionism to pursue repressive actions and programmes to judaisc 
the Arab areas. By failing to take proper measures to end Israel's 
crimes against the Palestinians the Council has thus proved its 
im potency and total failure to implement international legitimacy 
which it has been bragging about, the paper continued. The paper 
also pointed our that the Council’s failure was largely due to 
Washington's pressures and influences which had been in- 
strumental over the past months to rally the Council against Iraq 
and to secure a resolution for using force to evict Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. This weak resolution which can only serve the Israelis, 
said the paper, should open the eyes of those Arabs who aligned 
themselves behind the Americans vis-a-vis Iraq, that Israel is 
intent on pursuing its ambitions regardless of the situation in the 
Gulf, benefiting from disunity and a disarray among Arab ranks. 

A draft law on money changers in Jordan comes under discussion 
by columnist Salah Abdul Samad in Al Rai’ daily Sunday. The 
draft which has been sent to Parliament for debate before it 
becomes law can by no means do justice to the money changers in 
Jordan because it tends to give monopoly in money changing 
business to a handful of the rich who will be operating legally and 
driving many others underground to deal in black market money 
changing operations, says The writer. Abdul Samad quotes a well 
known money changer Hani AI Saudi's memorandum sent to 
parliament in’ which he presents his criticism of the new law and 
points out the flaws in that law. According to the draft JD 500,000 
will be required from each money changer to have as initial capital 
to start the business and will be asked to deposit 30 per cent of the 
capital with the central bank as reserve. This means that the 
money changing business will be the sole property of a few rich 
people who can afford such huge sums while the majority of 
others will be forced to deal with money changing in what is 
known as a black market, says the writer. These axe some of the 
points referred to by Saudi in his memorandum to Parliament and 
which urgently should be discussed by the concerned committees 
before a law- can be endorsed, the writer demands. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Dr. Waleed Sadi 


Iraq needs honourable exit 


IT IS not sufficient to argue 
forcefully and vehemently 
against war in the Gulf without 
complementing the argument 
with a meaningful push for 
peace. Likewise it i$ certainly 
not enough to express appre- 
ciation and understanding for 
Iraq's position on the entire 
Gulf conflict without showing 
Baghdad an honourable way 
towards settlement. Iraq and 
its people need to extricate 
themselves from the Gulf 
quagmire in an honourable exit 
that would assure them con- 
tinued strength and well-being. 
The Arab World has a vested 
interest in keeping Iraq 
strong. The Arabs should be 
helped by all those who profess 
love and affection towards 
them to come out openly and 
clearly in support of a com- 
promise solution that could 
keep Iraq intact and potent. In 
the long run. Iraq's well-being 
is more relevant and important 
than Kuwait's per se, and its oil 
fields. There is a limit to how 
far Iraq should allow itself to 


go in pursue of its legitimate 
claims against Kuwait and its 
territory. It is clear that there is 
a point in this Iraqi endeavour 
beyond which the law of dimi- 
nishing returns begins to oper- 
ate on Baghdad as well. 

Iraq, therefore, should be 
encouraged to make a bold 
gesrure for peace over the 
Kuwaiti situation and its rami- 
fications. It should be proded 
to take a giant leap in the 
direction of peace in the Gulf 
by suggesting that a comprom- 
ise is not completely ruled out. 

There are so many positive 
signals eminating from Bagh- 
dad suggesting a compromise is 
possible, but unfortunately 
they always get drowned by 
other confusing signals. Public 
relations is an important and 
integral part of diplomacy and 
Iraq needs to pay closer atten- 
tion to it. 

To be sure Kuwait is part of 
the greater Arab homeland 
and so is Iraq. As long as 


Kuwait is governed by an Arab 
regime that is faithful and true 
to Arab nationalism, it makes 
no difference and should make 
no difference whether Iraqi 
Arab nationalists or Kuwaiti 
Arab nationalists are the rulers 
of Kuwait. It is high time that 
all Arabs, true Arabs, go back 
to the basics and concentrate 
on the essentials rather than 
the form. If all Arab regimes 
are once again motivated by 
Arab nationalism and guided 
by the quest for one Arab 
homeland, structured in some 
form of confederation or 
another, one would not make 
too much of an issue over 
which brand of Arabs govern 
this or that part of the Arab 
homeland. Accordingly, what 
is even more relevant and 
pressing than Iraqi's legitimate 
claims on some parts of Kuwait 
and more urgent than securing 
for Iraq an outlet to the sea is 
the kind of legitimacy that is 
being contemplated for Kuwait 
when the dust settles. 

Had Iraq made this point its 


main bone of contention rather 
than the mere physical control 
of Kuwait, per se, its position 
would have been much more 
understood and sympathised 
with. Besides ft would have 
been able to avoid going to the 
extreme of annexing Kuwait. 
As it is the Arab peoples are 
torn between two loyalties: 
one against occupation and 
annexation and the other in 
favour of Arabs becoming the 
true masters over their natural 
resources especially oil and 
uranium. And when Arab 
states start treating one 
another as brotherly countries, 
as they piously and cere- 
monially do in Arab summits, 
then a Kuwaiti outlet to the sea 
is and should be an Iraqi outlet 
to the sea as well. Vice versa, 
an Iraqi fresh water source is 
and should be a Kuwaiti source 
of sweet water. Had Kuwait 
and Iraq developed this kind of 
relationship over the years and 
established and nurtured a 
genuine Arab neighbourly re- 
lations. the whole Gulf crisis 


would not have arised in the 
frist place. 

Yet, other Arab nationalists 
would warn that foreign coun- 
tries, especially those with a. 
vested interest in Arab oil 
would never want good Arab 
neighbourly relations to flour- 
ish or take root in the Arab 
World for fear that that would 
jeopardise those foreign pow- 
ers' national interests. In fact 
this has always been the con- 
cern and worry of Arab 
nationalists. To deal with this 
issue effectively and per- 
manently, one needs to prom- 
ote democratic regimes 
throughout the Arab World. 
The most assured way to bring 
back legitimacy to Kuwait and 
elsewhere In the Arab World 
for that matter is to reestablish 
democratic systems of govern- 
ment there and elsewhere. Iraq 
has nothing to fear from a 
democratic Kuwaiti regime 
and should make this quest its 
primary objective rather than 
territory or op. The Iraqi lead- 


ership should be encouraged to 
give priority to this goal. The 
Iraqi leadership can easily 
make a declaration to the 
effect that its government is 
willing to entertain withdrawal 
from Kuwait, as French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand had 
suggested a few months ago in 
a speech to the U.N. General 
Assembly, on condition that 
foreign military presence is 
totally and effectively termin- 
ated in the Gulf and a genuine 
nationalist Arab regime in 
Kuwait, free of foreign hege-. 
mony, is established. These 
objectives are now more ur- 
gent and relevant than the 
RumePa oP field and the two 
small islands off the coast of 
Kuwait. At least this way, 
Iraq’s priorities would be more 
wisely articulated and compre- 
hended. Iraq's true friends are 
duty bound to promote such 
Iraqi thinking. This way Bagh- 
dad can effectively frustrate 
the conspiracy against its might 
as a regional power to reckon 
with. 


Edward Heath: War with Iraq is a nightmare, 
even and especially if West wins 


By Oliver Gillie 


THE real nightmare for the 
coalition forces in the Gulf 
would be to win a war against 
Iraq, says Edward Heath. Amer- 
ican and European soldiers 
would then have to occupy a 
devastated and hostile country 
and the Arab Nation would be 
sure to turn against them. 

On the other hand, what 
Americans have called “the 
nightmare scenario** — an Iraqi 
with draw al to a mall put of 
northern Kuwait — could pro- 
vide the prospect of a lasting 
settlement, believes Mr. Heath. 
It is not too late for such a 
withdrawal to be obtained by 
negotiation and for guarantees 
to be provided by the Arab 
League, if the United States and 
Iraq can agree on a date to tajjp, 
he says. 

“A lot more flexibility is 
needed over dates to get things 
started. The Jan. 15 is the date 
after which the United Nations 
countries are permitted to take 
military action. It is permissive, 
not mandatory. Choosing a date 
close to then is not in any way 
impeding military action, which 
in any case is going to take some 
time to organise. 

“I am sure that Saddam Hus- 
sein realises this because be is 
extremely well informed. I 
found that when I met him. The 
people who say that he is com- 
pleted isolated are talking non- 
sense. You can’t isolate anybody 
in the modern world. 

“The Iraqis have defences that 
go considerable distances bade 
into Iraq. This means that while 

our people are attacking they are 
open to the Iraqi weapons and 
great damage will be done. I am 
advised by oP experts outside of 
Iraq that President Saddam has 
already deep-mined the Kuwaiti 
oil wefls and by pressing a button 
they can all go up in flames. It 
will be the biggest fire the world 
has ever known. They estimate 
that the te mp e rat ure in Kuwait 
will go as high as 60“C, and with 
the prevailing wind it would 
make it impossible for the Saudis 
to work their wells for the simple 
reason that people could not 
withstand the temperatures. 
Once the Kuwaiti wells are 
ablaze, the experts tefl me, it is 


very difficult to get all that under 
control. 

“In addition, Saddam Hussein 
has long-distance weapons that 
be can use against Sandi Arabia 
at strategic points. If this hap 
pens, then the world will lose 
between 40 and 50 per cent of its 
ofl supplies and it’s going to take 
years to get it back again. The 
consequences for the world eco- 
nomy would be that much of the 
industry of the Western world 
would grind to a halt. 

“It will be the third world war 
because of the number of coun- 
tries involved. They cover the 
whole world. Once it starts you 
can't tell what the consequences 
will be. There has been a great 
ecclesiastical argument over 
whether, war . is justified. One 
school of thought is that a li- 
mited war is justified. But that is 
not valid because you can't Emit 
a war today.” 

“What would we be fighting 
this war for? That is the question 
many Americans are asking, but 
here it has not been asked with 
any force at alL The answer, first 
of all, is the United Nations. 
One can understand that the 
Iraqis are cynical about this. 
They say the Russians went into 
Afghanistan and nothing effec- 
tive happened. There have been 
so many other cases that the 
Arabs can cite where toe U.N. 
has taken no military action. 
When toe Americans bombed 
Libya nothing was done. When 
they went into Panama the U.N. 
did nothing. And the Israelis 
constantly — the U.N. did no- 
thing. 

“So why is the U.N. taking 
action this time? You can ex- 
plain to them that it's because 
toe cold war has finished and so 
you haven’t got the balance that 
existed over the Golf for so long. 
It will be ironic if toe ending of 
the cold war leads to war in the 
Guff with all the appalling con- 
sequences. 

“The first resolution of the 
U.N.. Resolution 660, had three 
operative paragraphs. The 
second called upon Iraq to with- 
draw immediately and uncon- 
ditionally from Kuwait. The 
third called upon Iraq and 
Kuwait to resolve their differ- 


ences immediately. The word 
immediately in both clauses 
meant they were to be simul- 
taneous, but this has been for- 
gotten. In speeches, the British 
prime ministers have never men- 
tioned that these differences 
have to be resolved. We hear 
that Saddam Hussein has to get 
out and that’s that. 

“One of the differences be- 
tween Iraq and Kuwait is the 
question of the boundaries that 
were fixed in 1961. I negotiated 
them when I was Lord Privy Seal 
at the Foreign Office. I know all 
the rulers in the Gulf. The argu- 
ment from the Iraqi side is that 
during the war with Iran the 
Kuwaitis moved toe border for- 
ward some 30 to 40 miles nearer 
to Iraq. I don’t now if that is 
correct or not but it ought to be 
settled by discussions, if neces- 
sary with an intermediary. It 
doesn't justify a war. 

“The next argument is that, as 
a result of this extension of die 
boundary, the oil beneath has 
been siphoned off by Kuwait. 
This, too, ought to be settled by 
discussion. Then there is the 
problem of the islands, which 
will cover Iraq’s entrance to the 
Gulf. Again, this ought to be a 
matter of resolving differences as 
in U.N. Resolution 660. 

“If the Iraqis withdraw to the 
boundaries of Kuwait what 
guarantee is there that the 
Americans and the British will 
not go into Kuwait and then be 
in a better position to attack 
Iraq? The prime minister has 
said that if the Iraqis withdrew, 
then we would not go in, but that 
won't be enough for Saddam 
Hussein simply because he 
doesn't trust the British or toe 
Americans an inch. His reply 
would be what happens if toe 
Emir of Kuwait asks the coali- 
tion to go back in? Will you 
refuse his request? You didn't 
last time, so why should I accept 
that you wiD refuse his request 
next time? What is your 
guarantee worth? 

“The answer to all this, I 
think, is that the Arab League 
has to come in and provide a 
buffer force to reassure both 
tides that the rest of these coun- 
tries are not going to attack him 


even when he has made changes 
in Kuwait. That goes back to the 
situation in 1961-62 when the 
Arab League did come in and I 
believe that they would be pre- 
pared to do that again. 

“These things have to be 
sorted out. You can’t just say: 
Get out of Kuwait” and that is 
the end of the matter. If we can 
get into the position where Presi- 
dent Saddam can resolve his 
differences with Kuwait so ills 
no longer necessary for his 
forces to be there, and can add 
to it that there is going to be a 
determined attempt to deal with 
the Palestinian question, then I 
think the Iraqi leader’s position 
will be secure. 

“It jj^oxge JBush can say he 
has organised things so that Sad- 
dam Hussein has withdrawn and 
he can bring all his forces home 
because there is going to be a 
conference to deal with Palestine 
and Israel, I think that would 
satisfy American opinion. Presi- 
dent Bush would have to adjust 
-his requirement for Saddam 
Hussein to withdraw from the 
whole of Kuwait, but then he has 
the third paragraph of Resolu- 
tion 660 on which to do that. So 
far it has suited them to forget 
about paragraph three and just 
talk about paragraph two. But if 
one is determined to settle things 
without a war, these resolutions 
can be used. 

“Since toe oil hike of 1973 toe 
Middle East has become a highly 
developed area of toe world. 
Their leaders are highly edu- 
cated and their populations 
greatly internationalised. Some 
Western leaders have not caught 
up with that and are treating 
them like a very inferior group in 
toe world. 

“X am convinced that the final 
arrangements of a settlement 
will have to be made by the 
Arabs themselves. First of all 
because the Arabs used to deal- 
ing with situations of tins kind. If 
we try to impose a solution Z 
don’t think the Arabs win accept 
it. 

“If there was an American 
withdrawal I don't think it likely 
that Iraq would attack Saudi 
Arabia because President Sad- 
dam now realises the forces that 


can be mustered against him, in 
addition to the forces the Saadis 
themselves have. And if the 
Arab League was to negotiate 
the final arrangement and act as 
some sort of buffer force that 
danger is greatly reduced.” 

“If the Aimed Services Com- 
mittee ask for my opinion of 
Saddam Hussein I shall en- 
deavour to give it. L notice peo- 
ple have stopped calling him 
mad. This was all part of tire 
buildup at the be ginning - He is 
not mad- in the least. He’s a 
very astute person, a clever per- 
son. Hie made a nrisjudgment 
about Kuwait and I am sure that 
he recognised now that it was a 
misjudgment. He was very calm 


during the three boors I talked 
to Jam, .nevjer once raised hjs 
voice. 

“My judgment is that if the 
m«in problem is resolved tire 
so-called nightmare scenario 
would be acceptable to the 
American gover nm ent, but tins 
is again where the question of 
the Arabs finally sorting it out 
among themselves comes in. It 
became public knowledge in a 
big way that Prince Sultan, de- 
fence minister of Saudi Arabia, 
said to his Kuwaiti friends that 
they should not be ashamed of 
making boundary changes where 
it was proved to be justifiable. 
That was a very dear indication 
to toe Kuwaitis that tire Saudis 
would accept that — in feet 
advised it. 

Prince Sultan is a powerful 
man. He commands all the Sandi 
forces. If the Arabs themselves 
are able to say that this is their 
agreement then President Bush 
is in the dear. 

“Quite a section of the British 
press is warlike and that has 
led to leading articles day after 
day actually demanding we have 
a war. Those people can’t have 
any conception of what war is 
Hire. They point quite rightly 
that President Saddam used che- 
mical weapons in Iran and also 
against the Kurds, but they show 
do app reciation of what that 
involves, particularly when used, 
on a massive scale against an 
invading force. These things 
ought to be discussed more in 
the press. 


“There is no valid comparison 
between the situation in the Gulf 
and that in Europe at the start of 
the World War II. Talk of 
appeasement completely misrep- 
resents the situation. We have 
shown that we can deploy our 
forces in Gulf and are in a 
position to act if the worst comes 
to the worst. That was not the 
case in the Thirties when we 
faced Germany. I have noticed 
that they have stopped calling 
Saddam Hussein a Hitler. He 
hasn’t got Hitler’s industrial or 
power base. Far from conquer- 
ing country after country, be has 
made a settlement with ban, 
which they wanted. 

.“X don’t believe that he is 
jpqtrying to conquer the whole of 


the MkkHe. JEast. ,1 fully under- 
j -stand anyone.yifho .wantsto pre- 
vent the expanding erf countries 
but It was ton that got us' into so 
many difficulties over the Suez 
CanaL I know that Anthony 
Eden was absolutely genuine in 
thinking that this was a repeti- 
tion of what had happened in the 
Thirties. Then, we had similar 
accusations: that Nasser was a 
Hitler and he was So stupid be 
could never operate the canaL 
We were wrong on that. It is the 
same when we try to discredit 
President Saddam. It is very 
wrong. It is unjustifiable. 

“More tension was created 
when Mrs. Thatcher started talk- 
ing about reparations and war 
crimes. You can only have repa-. 
rations and war crimes if you 
invade the whole country and 
succeed in c ap t urin g the leaden. 
That raised enormous suspicions 
that Britain and America wanted 
a war, or wonld have to have a 
war in order to deal with alleged 
war crimes and get reparations. 

“I expect that the military 
objective of a war would be to 
destroy Iraq. A war is bound to 
extend into Iraqi territory. If 
Iraq was conquered then there 
would have to be an occupation 
and we should then find the 
whole of toe Arab World against 
us. It would be a nightmare, it 
would create a political situation 
much worse than what we have 
already. Yes, the nightmare sce- 
nario would be to win a war 
against Iraq. Nightmare after 
nightmare.” (The Independent). 
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‘The middle, is a dangerous place to be’ 


By Michael Putzd 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. offi- 
cials are worried thar the depar- 
ture of Eduard A. Shevardnadze 
as Soviet foreign minister will 
slow progress in U.S.-Soviet re- 
lations and perhaps trigger farth^ 
cr disintegration of the central 
government in Moscow. 

“This is not a very nice Christ- 
mas present from Moscow,” said 
one senior U.S. official who 
emerged last week from meet- 
ings at the State Department to 
discuss Shevardnadze's resigna- 
tion, winch sent shock waves 
through Moscow and Western 
capitals alike. 

Despite public r ease ranees 
that the resignation won't 
change toe course of superpower 
relations, there is private const- 
ernation among leading official 
analysts and more open concern 
exp re s s ed by e a p cm outside the 
government. 

John D. Steinbruner. a Soviet 
specialist and director of foreign 


policy studies at toe Brookings 
Institution, a private research 
group , called toe move “a severe 
polarisation of toe Soviet domes- 
tic situation. “ 

Communist hardliners are 
poshing Soviet leader Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev to get tough with 
n a ti onalists and radical refor- 
mers they accuse of trying to 
split the union. The Soviet presi- 
dent has threatened to use the 
KGB and police to restore order 
in the increasingly unstable en- 
vironment aggravated by wide- 
spread food shortages and a 
breakdown in supply lines. 

“You’ve got the radical intel- 
lectuals and nationalists on one 
side arguing sovereignty, and 
some conservatives arguing tra- 
ditional crackdown, with Gor- 
bachev there m the nriddfe hying 
to preserve toe union on reason- 
able terms." Strinbroner said. 

“The middle is a dang e ro us 
place to be. and Shevardnadze b 
one of the few figures who can 
bring serious political credibility 
to that middle position." 


If the foreign minister’s res- 
ignation “proves lo be an indica- 
tion that thk middle position is 
not viable, then that is an alarm- 
ing sign,” the Brookings scholar 
said. 

A leading official analyst of 
Soviet and East European 
affairs, who spoke oo condition 
of anonymity, said there, is con- 
cern that thk is going to add 
momentum to the disintegrative 
forces, a sign that they’ve now 
hit the central government and 
the government’s basically just 
going to fall apart." 

Shevardnadze was a party 
boss in his native Georgia and a 
neophyte in foreign aff air s only 
six years ago. But be took a 
commanding position on toe 
world *y iMekteg tttto- 
ooual So*3te * geo to fr abtf t*%»- 
dating tactics in search of a new 
role as a dealmaker and an 
applicant for Soviet membership 
in toe world community of na- 
tions. 

Hi* informal, personable style 
won the confidence of his tike- 


minded U.S. counterpart, 
Secretary of State James A. 
Baker who said Thursday, “I am 
proud to call this man a friend." 

It will be difficult for any 
successor to regain that lewd of 
credibility and confidence. 

The State Department source 
said U.S. officials had been tip- 
ped by the Soviets that Yevgeny 
Primakov, a Gorbachev adviser 
and foreign policy emissary, was 
in fine to replace Shevardnadze 
if he were named prime mrwkti-r 
or vice president in Gorbachev’s 
promised government reorga- 


Before Gorbachev brought him 
mto the Kremlin, Primakov was 
director of one of several Soviet 
academic restitutes on interna- 
tional afflhifs and specialised in 
toe Arab- Wbrid. He has 
numerous visits to the United 
States. 

“He doesn’t like Americans — 
be never has and our judgment » 
he's hot as intelligent," one 
State Department official said. 
“He doesn’t have (he intellectual 


depth that Shevardnadze 
despite his academic credentials. 
He’ll be a more difficult man to 
deal with.” ~ 

The official acknowledged 
that the same mi gh t be said of 
practically anyone in Gor- 
bachev’s inner circle. Sbevard- 
nadze, perhaps even more than 
Gorbachev himself, was admired 
by his U.S. counterparts for his 
cantod statements about past 
Soviet mistakes and his willing- 
ness to bargain for toe sake of 
win n i n g agreements on tough 
arms control names. 

had flexibility 

*"? «*loyed Gorbachevs confi- 
dence and felt able to improvise 
2U5® SP? sometimes to solve 
^analyst said, not- 
S™*"? qualities in toe 

tegrf art* pofc, 

. Primakov, the source added, 

13 > ft Bch cautious and 

ponderous, a more bureaucratic 
tignre”'toan Shevardnadze. 

tile con- 


tention that Primakov is anti- 
America, but he acknowledged 
that no one in the Soviet hierar- 
chy has Shevardnadze’s credibil- 
ity with Western leaders. 

Ilya Prizel, a Soviet affairs 
specialist at the Johns Hqpkans 
School of Advanced Imernreion- 
al Studies, took a more pessaris* 
tic view. 

He suggested Gorbachev » 
following the course takia by 
toe late Nikita S. Khrushchev . 
who, in the 1960s, said be faced 
a choice betw e en reform and 
giving, np his power base. 
Khrushchev chose to cement las 
power, Prizel said. 

The Soviet leader eventually 
was overthrown in a palace coop 
carried by his fellow Com- 
munist Party chieftains. 

|Tt*& a very depressing thing” 
Prizel said, citing a series «f 
reformat Gorbachev aides s w 
advisers who have left or been . 
sidelined in recent months- 
“Gorbachev has outlived h** 
ability to refor m ." 
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A war between bosses General told the truth, 
and employees in Tunisia but served other purposes 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

TUNIS — Tunisian manage- 
ment and labour are squaring off 
for a fight over the country's 
25-year-old labour laws, with the 
government caught in the middle 
as a reluctant and possibly 
biased referee. 

The bosses say the legislation, 
passed in 1966 in the heyday of 
Tunisian socialism, is out of step 
with the harsh realities of the 
1990s when companies face 
much sharper choices between 
competitiveness and bank- 
ruptcy. 

Labour unions say they will 
never sign away workers's rights. 
They accuse managements of 
laying the groundwork for 
thousands of redundancies 
among loyal staff and being pre- 
pared to replace them with new 
workers held in check by short- 
term contracts. 

The government says the 
■ labour laws are not inviolate. 
But, out of apparent fear of 
being seen to be moving too far 
too fast, it has not' revealed 
amendments of its own to be 
debated alongside the em- 
ployers’ proposals. 

The Businessmen's Federa- 
tion, the UTICA, wants the leg- 
islation to define the concept of 
unjust dismissal more carefully, 
to widen the scope of what the 
law calls “grave professional 
faults’' and to limit strictly the 
amount of compensation labour 
tribunals can award dismissed 
workers. 

Another demand is for “flex- 
ibility of labour." a code word 
for formal recognition of man- 
agement’s right to take on work- 
ers for short periods to meet 
special orders. 

UTICA President Hedi Jflani 
said in a recent interview: “The 
fact is that abuses, the iires- 


Qasem 

(Continued from page 1) 

to the Gulf crisis “should be 
conditional on a solution to 
Palestinian problem.” At the 
same time, the minister said, 
-“we do not understand why it is 
impossible to proceed into'parffi 
•Itel peace proCe'^ss,” 1 y 

Qasem underlined the ’iroity 
that the Middle East is sliding 
towards war at a time when 
international detente has taken 
roots. 

“Since we are living at a thres- 
hold of a new world order we 
would have hoped that this new 
world order would overflow to 
this part of the world,” he said. 
Jordan was also optimistic that 
the “new world order" would 
herald peace and justice, fair- 
ness and evenhandedness and a 
sense of total commitment with- 
out selectivity to international 
legitimacy," he added. 

Notwithstanding the language 
or the operative contents of Un- 
ited Nations resolutions, Qasem 
said, there cannot be any denial 
of the "organic link”- between 
the Gulf crisis and the Palesti- 
nian problem. The minister was 
referring to Resolution 681. 
adopted last Thursday criticising 
Israeli practices against the> 
Palestinian people but relegating 
reference to an international 
peace conference on the Middle^ 
East to an accompanying state-’ 
ment to accommodate American 
anxiety not to link the Gulf crisis 


ponsible behaviour of some 
(workers) has hardened the atti- 
tude of managers, who demand 
that everyone should share the 
risk, both employer and em- 
ployee." 

“Anyone who wants to work 
need not feel concerned. It's 
only the workshy who need laws 
to protect them. I can't under- 
stand why people keep repeating 
the old talk about the rights of 
workers without mentioning 
their duties," he added. 

Ridha Azzabi, a member of 
the UTICA executive bureau, 
said some Tunisians seemed to 
thmlc their salaries had nothing 
to do with working and prefer- 
red to play cards during work 
hours. 

But Ismail Sabbani, president 
of the Trade Uoiou Movement, 
UGTT, told a meeting of 500 
union officials in mid-December 
that the calls for reform were 
unjustified. 

“The draft we have seen is a 
great step backwards. We are 
ready for dialogue but we will 
reject any erosion of the gains of 
the workers," be told the UGTT 
National Council. 

The bosses were exploiting the 
victory of capitalism in Eastern 
Europe to win concessions from 
Tunisian workers and their plan 
would create fear and instability 
and widen ' the gap between rich 
and poor, he said to cheeTS from 
delegates. 

UGTT Spokesman Moham- 
mad Trabelsi said management 
was seeking to make the workers 
the only scapegoats for low pro- 
ductivity in Tunisian industry, 
when in fact there were many 
causes. 

Tunisian President Zine A1 
Abidine Ben All, in a major 
speech in November, seemed to 
take UTICA’s ride in the de- 
bate. 

“We must reward effort and 


and the Palestinian problem. 

“In our assessment this is a 
watered-down resolution,” he 
said adding that he could not see 
“anything positive" in it. 

Cheney 

(Continued .from page J) 

promising U.S. troops‘ m Saudi 
Arabia Saturday that They were 
part of a "don’t screw around’] 
force ready to smash an Iraqi 
military machine of over 510,000 
men in and near Kuwait. 

Cheney and General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Penta- 
gon Joint Chiefs of Staff, will 
report to Bush Monday on the 
readiness of American troops. 
They headed for Rome from 
Cairo. 

Iraq's defence minister, 
Lieutenant-General Saadi Tuma 
Abbas, said Sunday that his 
country was ready to crush any 
military attack, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said. 

The agency said Abbas was 
responding to Cheney’s com- 
ments. 

“The U.S. defence minister 
and those who support him will 
see how the earth will be burned 
under their feet not only in Iraq 
but also in Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab' Gulf countries,” 
Abbas was quoted as saying. 

Abbas said Mujahedeen in 
Saudi Arabia would join in the- 
fight against King "Fahd’s 
treason in the eastern area of 
Saudi Arabia.” 


distinguish between outstanding 
personnel, lazy workers and 
those who, taking advantage of 
acquired rights, refuse to make 
any effort," be said. 

“We must revise our legisla- 
tion in this direction so that the 
reward matches the work accom- 
plished,'’ he added. 

Prime Minis ter Hamed Karoui 
told Parliament last week that 
the law co old be reformed “in a 
progressive way" — a formula 
which could be seen as favour- 
able to either ride. 

UTICA says that failure to 
reform the labour law would put 
in jeopardy the rest of the 
structural adjustment program- 
me which the government 
adopted in 1986 to deal with 
serious deficits in both the 
budget and the balance of pay- 
ments. 

Under the programme the 
government has gradually liber- 
alised imports, which exposes 
Tunisian companies to foreign 
competition, and refaxed inter- 
nal price controls, which intensi- 
fies competition on the domestic 
market. 

“You can’t choose to have a 
liberal economy, open to foreign 
markets, and at the same time 
use laws and ideologies which 
are totally different You have to 
know what you want. You can't 
want one thing and do the oppo- 
site," said UTICA’S Azzabi. 

But for the UGTT, which is 
just finding its feet as an inde- 
pendent force after years of sub- 
ordination to the government, 
the labour law conflict has 
become a rallying point. 

“We are going to defend the 
interests of the workers by all 
lawful means. But if we cannot 
agree, which is probable, we will 
have to consult the Tunisian 
people," said the UGTT 
spokesman. 


The Iraqis have appealed to 
Muslims worldwide .to aid in 
their confrontation’ with the 
West, saying that King Fahd 
betrayed Islam by inviting fore- 
ign troops to defend help defend 
his country, home of the reli 
gions holiest shrines. 

Agriculture d> 

...ti . 

(Continued from page 1) 

case. 

The government would settle 
only 50 per cent of the total dues 
on these farmers, who should pay 
the rest of the loans in instal 
ments spread over long terms 
he said. 

The minister’s proposals were 
referred to the House’s Agri- 
cultural Committee for study and 
recommendations. 

At the outset of the session, 
which was attended by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, and 
cabinet members. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan A1 Qasem presented a 
reply to queries submitted ' by 
Deputy Ahmad Abbadi about the 
transfers of employees at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
those retired on pension. 

The minister told the House 
that the ministry based its trans- 
fers and retirements on the Civil 
Service Commission's law. 

He asked the deputy to name 
those officials and employees in 
question so that he could be more 
specific in his reply. 


By Mike FemsHber 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Army Lt.- 
Gen. Calvin A.H. Waller was 
stating the simple truth when be 
said he will still be short of 
troops to start an offensive 
ground war against Iraq on Jan. 
15, some former military leaders 
say. 

But Waller, deputy comman- 
der of the U.S. military forces in 
the operation Desert Shield buil- 
dup, may have served other pur- 
poses as well. 

One former government offi- 
cial says Waller may have been 
underscoring the military’s deep 
misgivings about taking on an 
entrenched Iraqi army in 
Kuwait. In its eight-year war 
against Iran, Iraq largely stayed 
on the defensive and mowed 
down charging Iranians. 

And the view was expressed in 
Washington that Waller relieved 
some of the pressure on Presi- 
dent George Bush to act against 
Iraq if it hasn't withdrawn from 
Kuwait by the Jan. 15 deadline 
set by the United Nations. The 
U.N. resolution says military ac- 
tion may be taken if the deadline 
is not met. 

Bush has created expectations 
by stressing that Iraq must “ful- 
ly" withdraw by the U.N. dead- 
line. Now Waller says it would 
be prudent to wait a month or 
■ more. 

About 280,000 U.S. forces 


have been sent to the Gulf re- 
gion as part of the multinational 
military buildup there, and the 
U.S. contingent is expected to 
reach 430,000. 

“There may be great machina- 
tions behind all tins,” said re- 
tired Lt.-Gen. William Odom, 
“but... it has long been dear to 
me that a March date was about 
all we could meet. To hear Wal- 
ler say that comes as no sur- 
prise.” 

Odom is a former army chief 
of staff for intelligence who 
headed the intelligence-gather- 
ing national security agency dur- 
ing Ronald Reagan’s presidency. 

Lawrence J. Kerb, assistant 
secretary of defence for man- 
power in the Reagan administration 
said Waller, a former military 
assistant: “I think be was just 
telling the truth.” 

Robert Hunter, who was 
director of Middle East affairs 
on the national security council 
under Reagan, said Waller's re-, 
marks also may have reflected 
the military's misgivings about 
getting involved in what is bound 
to be a costly war. 

And retired Army Col. Harry 
G. Summers, a fellow at the 
army war college, said Wal- 
ler's comment made U.N. inten- 
tions all the more uncertain for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

“It douds the issue and it 
should be doudy,” he said. 

Waller last week said that if 
Bush wanted to attack Iraq after 
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Jan. 15, he would advise the 
president. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney and Gen. Colin 
Powell, chairman of die joint 
chiefs of staff, “that until our full 
complement of forces are on die 
ground that we should not initi- 
ate hostile activities.” 

Even though Cheney said 
much the same thing, although 
less forcefully, the statement 
appeared to undercut Bush’s 
strategy of steadily increasing 
pres sure on Saddam. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Frtzwaier sought to brush 
it off Thursday, saying: “It never 
hurts to build in a little uncer- 
tainty about what our intentions 
are as it relates to Jan. 15.” 

“I never expected anybody to 
go to war in Jan. 16th,” said Jack 
N. Merritt, a retired four-star 
general. “What I heard was a 
guy out in the field... whose 
subjective judgment was that he 
didn’t think he had enough force 
to do what he was supposed to 
do.” 

Summers, author of a book 
critical of the military’s strategy 
in Vietnam, said senior officers 
have taken pains not to be overly 
optimistic about warfare in die 
Gulf. 

“The Defence Department 
has been very careful about not 
creating another credibility 
gap,” he said, recalling Gen. 
Bruce Palmer’s conclusion after 
Vietnam that the senior milit- 
ary’s “can-do attitude” misled 
the White House. 
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Liverpool offers few 
festive gifts for rivals 


NBA ROUNDUP 


LONDON (R) — Like a latter- 
day scrooge with boots on, 
Liverpool are threatening to 
offer the rest of English soccer 
little to celebrate over the tradi- 
tionally busy Christmas holiday 
period. 

Four matches in less than 10 
days test the endurance of play- 
ers and supporters alike but 

Liverpool, who kicked off with a 
useful 3-2 win over Southampton 
Saturday, have always preferred 
to leave seasonal goodwill until 
after their final game in May. 

Kenny Dalglish's side, seven 
points clear of Arsenal before 
the London dub's match with 
Aston Villa Sunday, know the 
title race could be wrapped up 
almost before the decorations 
come down. 

Both Arsenal, whose captain 
Tony Adams was this week sent- 
enced to four months in prison 
for drunk-driving, and Tot- 
tenham. who had two players 
sent off in their 2-1 win over 
Luton, are under pressure on 
and off the pitch. 

The only other likely challen- 
gers. Ciystal Palace and Leeds, 
are generally agreed to be short 
of the highest calibre which 
leaves the Anfield team well in 
control of their own destiny. 

They meet Queen's Park Ran- 
gers. Palace and Leeds over the 
next few’ days and have enough 
players running into goal-scoring 
form at the right time to ensure a 
prosperous new vear. 

Ian Rush is still the first divi- 
sion's leading scorer with 14 
goals, backed up by Ronny 
Rosenthal who scored twice 
against Southampton. 

Ray Houghton, who produced 
the winning goal Saturday with a 
splendid shot from 25 metres, 
and John Barnes are also cap- 
able of providing the telling 
touch . 

Generally. Saturday there was 
a lack of festive spirit. ’ 

Wimbledon captain Keith 
Curie was sent off for a profes- 


sional foul on Mark Hughes in 
his side's 3-1 defeat by Manches- 
ter United and the games at 
Tottenham and St Mirren pro- 
duced six dismissals between 
them alone. 

Luton captain John Dreyer 
even accused Tottenham's Gary 
Lineker of “taking a dive" and 
suggested the International 
Football Federation (FIFA) fair 
play award won by the England 
captain this week should be 
taken away. 

“He got one of our players 
sent off and another one 
booked." said Dreyer. “He di- 
ved when Darron McDonough 
got booked and made a right old 
meal of it when Ceri Hughes 
tackled him and was sent off." 

Tottenham manager Terry 
Venables, -pondering likely 
three-match bans for the dismis- 
sed Nayim and Pat Van Den 
Hauwe. was also distinctly lack- 
ing in charity towards match 
official David Elleray. 

“I'm not allowed to say any- 
thing against the referee but 
there is a lot 1 would like to say 
about the Nayim sending-off." 
said Venables. 

It was Thought the Spaniard 
had been sent off for not retreat- 
ing at a free-kick but Venables 
claimed the referee had dismis- 
sed him for foul and abusive 
language. 

The Tottenham manager at 
least enjoyed the result which he 
described as sensational. 

Attendance figures released 
this week show that English 
crowds have increased for the 
fifth consecutive season, with a 
six per cent rise in the number of 
goals scored in the first division. 

One stunning effort from 
Crystal Palace’s Ian Wright in 
front of watching England mana- 
ger Graham Taylor headed the 
list this weekend but the onset of 
Christmas has not been merry 
for everyone. 

_ Hairy McNally manager of 
third division Chester and his 
striker Keith Bertschin have 


both been fined a month's wages 
— for having too good a time at 
the club's Christmas party. 

McNally, 54, banged his head 
during the midweek celebrations 
and spent two nights in hospital 
under observation. 

There was better news for him 
Saturday, however, when Ches- 
ter beat league leaders Southend 
1 - 0 . 

West Ham relinquished the 
second division's only remaining 

unbeaten record. 

They were beaten 1-0 by 
Bamsley for when Mark Smith 
scored the decisive goal, termi- 
nating West Ham's 21-game un- 
beaten run. 

Amid assorted sendings-off in 
the lower divisions, former 
Aston Villa striker Gary Shaw 
stood out for the right reasons 
with a startling goal-scoring per- 
formance in Shrewsbury’s win at 
Bradford. 

Shaw hit a hat-trick in three 
minute* in the second half to 
revive memories of his days in 
Villa's vintage European Cup- 
winning side of 1982. 

In Scotland, top two clubs 
Rangers and Aberdeen fought 
out a fluctuating 2-2 draw which 
preserved Rangers' three-point 
lead at the head of the premier 
division. 

Rangers went two goals ahead 
through Ally McCoist but a 
brace from Jim Bett in the final 
16 minutes, one from the penalty 
spot, gave Aberdeen a valuable 
away point. 

In a virtual repeat of the con- 
troversial match at Tottenham, 
St Mirren beat Hibernian 1-0 
despite finishing with only nine 
players on the pitch. 

Nome McWhirter was sent off 
for a professional fould after 20 
minutes and former Spurs and 
Scotland striker Steve Archibald 
was dismissed for violent con- 
duct in the second half. 

Willie Miller of Hibernian also 
received his marching orders and 
five players were booked. 


Unheralded Ghent pushes aside classy 
clubs in Belgian Soccer Championship 


BRUSSELS (R) — Gassy clubs 
like Anderlecht and Mechelen 
have been forced aside by un- 
heralded Ghent in this season's 
Belgian Soccer Champfonphip. 

Ghent head the standings as 
the 18-team first division starts a 
four-week winter break, one 
point ahead of pre-season 
favourities Anderlecht. 

Ghent have gone 18 matches 
with only one defeat but the 
prospect of them taking the title 
for the First time has been 
greeted with scepticism by more 
illustrious rivals. 

They are convinced Ghent, 
who can boasf only two domestic 
cup wins back in the 1960s. will 
crack under the pressure when 
the season resumes. 

“The other well-placed teams 
all try to make us nervous, but it 
won’t work," said Ghent's Bel- 


gian international striker Erwin 
Vandenbergh. . , 

‘ ‘TiCerybody thinks or ' hopes 
we'U collapse because of the 
stfess. But there's not even the 
slightest bit of tension in the 
club. On the contrary, the more 
we win the more relaxed we 
plav," added the former 
Anderlecht player.. 

Vandenbergh lost his interna- 
tional place after a transfer to 
modest French dub Lille but 
regained it after moving to 
Ghent this season. He has 
scored three hat-tricks to date 
and is leading Belgian scorer 
with 14 goals. 

Much of Ghent's success has 
been widely attributed to their 
uncompromising coach Rene 
Vandereycken.one of Belgium's 
best and toughest international 
defenders of the 1980s. 


PSV beats FC Twente, 2-0 


AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV 
Eindhoven moved three points 
clear at the top of the Dutch 
Soccer League with a comfort- 
able but uninspiring 2-Q win at 
FC Twente Enschede. 

Twente were no match for the 
league leaders, but it was only in 
the 44th minute that Johnny 
Bosman put PSV ahead, heading 
home an Erwin Koeman comer. 


The second goal came just 
after the break when Romanian 
midfielder Gheorghe Popescu 
tapped the ball in after being put 
in a scoring position by Zambian 
Kalusha Bwalya. 

PSV now have 25 points from 
15 matches while their closest 
rivals. Ajax Amsterdam, who 
are not playing this weekend, 
are on 22 from 13. 


Vandereycken arrived at 
Ghent in May 1989 when they 
were, languishing in the second 
division: They were promoted 
shortly afterwards. r - 

He revamped his squad before 
the start of last season, selling 
several players. Ghent eventual- 
ly finished sixth and narrowly 
missed a UEFA Cup place. 

Vandereycken was responsi- 
ble for the arrival this season of 
Vandenbergh. former PSV Ein- 
dhoven striker Eric Viscaal and 
young hopeful Frank Dauwen. 

Another key element in their 
.swift rise is reliable goalkeeper 
Jacek Kazunierski, a former Pol- 
ish international. 

Ghent are confident Van- 
dereycken will serve his four- 
year contract despite being wide- 
ly tipped as successor to Guy 
Thys as Belgian national coach. 


Mutton 9 Jeff 
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By the Associated Press 

Pistons 99 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Rickey Green had a season- 
high 25 points and Hersey 
Hawkins scored all of his 21 in 
the second half as the Phi- 
ladelphia 76ers defeated the 
Detroit Pistons 106-99 Satur- 
day night. 

Charles Barkley scored 22 
points for Philadelphia. Isiah 
Thomas scored 30 points for 
the Pistons, who bad won 
their two previous games after 
losing seven of eight. 

Detroit led 72-70 on a jump 
shot by Mark Aguirre with 
10:50 to play, but Hawkins 
converted two consecutive 
three-point plays to give the 
76ers a 76-72 lead. 

A jumper by Joe Dumars, 
who scored 19 points, nar- 
rowed Philadelphia's lead to 
S4-82 with 5:38 remaining, but 
the 76ers then made five 
straight free throws to boost 
the margin to seven at the 4:06 
mark. ' 

Bullets 109, Cavaliers 89 

RICHFIELD, Ohio CAP) — 
Bernard King scored a season- 
high 46 points and Washing- 
ton used a collapsing defence 
to thwart Geveland's inside 
game. 

The win was the Bullets' 
third straight, fourth in five 
games and their first at Cleve- 
land since April 4, 1987. The 
Cavaliers have lost eight of 
their last nine games. 

King made 12 of his 16 
first-half shots, scoring 28 
points to help Washington 
take a 59-49 halftime lead. 
The Bullets' defence, mean- 
while, routinely double- 
teamed Brad Daugherty and 
Larry Nance, and Cleveland's 
guards were unable to com- 
pensate, going 4-for-21 from 
the floor in the half. 

Bullets forward Harvey 
Grant finished with 24 points, 
16 of them in the second half. 
Daugherty led Geveland with 
20 points and 13 rebounds. 

Knidks 106, Nets 93 

NEW YORK (AP) — Patrick 
Ewing scored 25 points and 
Kiki Vandeweghe bad six of 
his 19 during a 13-2 fourth- 
quarter .run that lifted; New 
York over fterw Jersey. 

The Knicks, 5-5 under new 
head coach John MacLeod', 
were leading 84-80 before 
Vandeweghe started the deci- 
sive streak. Charles Oakley 
ended the run with a three- 
point play with 4:40 left, giv- 
ing New York a 97-82 advan- 
tage, its largest of the game. 

Rookie Derrick Coleman 
topped the Nets with 16 re- 
bounds and a career-high 30 
points, and Mookie Blaylock 
and Derrick Gervin scored 20 
points apiece. Oakley had 23 
points and 15 rebounds for the 
Knicks. 

Jazz 104, Magic 96 

ORLANDO. Florida (AP) — 


Karl Malone scored 15 of his 
34 points in the fourth quarter 
and keyed a decisive surge in 
the last four minutes that car- 
ried Utah over struggling 
Orlando. 

Malone's three-point play 
gave the Jazz a 94-89 advan- 
tage with 3:40 remaining, 
keying a 9-2 spurt that en- 
abled Utah to putU away from 
an 89-89 tie and spoil a career- 
high 34-point performance by 
the Magic's Scott Sidles. 

The victory was the ninth in 
11 games for Utah, which got 
21 points from Jeff Malone 
and 11 points and 15 assits 
from John Stockton. Terry 
Catledge finished with 29 
points for the Magic, which 
has lost eight games in a row 
and 17 of its last 19. 

Backs 111, Spars 98 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Jack Sikma scored 29 points, 
including six 3-pointers, and 
San Antonio missed 12 of its 
first 14 shots in the fourth 
quarter as Milwaukee snap- 
ped the Spurs’ eight-game 
winning streak. 

The Bucks, who trailed by 
as many as 14 in the first half,, 
rallied for a 57-57 tie at half- 
time. 

Milwaukee continued its 
hot shooting and stingy de- 
fence in the second half, 
building a 91-83 lead after 
three quarters. Sikma had two 
3-pointers as the Bucks 
opened the fourth period with 
a 16-7 run to take a 107-90 
lead with 5:01 remaining. 

David Robinson led the 
Spurs with 25 points, while 
Anderson scored 21. Ricky 
Pierce had 20 points for the 
Bucks. 

Bulls 128, Facers 118 

CHICAGO (AP) — Michael 
Jordan scored 29 points and 
John Paxson 23 as Chicago 
won for the 12th time in 15 
games by defeating Indiana. 

The Pacers trailed by 20 
points in the first half, but 
consecutive baskets by Chuck 
Person, Vem Fleming and 
Lasalle Thompson at the be- 
ginning of the fourth quarter 
closed the gap to 100-98. 

The Bulls rebuilt the margin 


rebounds, followed by sleepy 
Floyd with 24 points. Cedric 

Ceballos was the top scorer 
for Phoenix with 27 points, 
and Tom Chambers scored 18. 

The Rockets outscored the 
Suns 33-19 in the third quar- 
ter, with Maxwell and Ola- 
juwon each scoring nine 
points in the period. 

Mavericks 119, Nuggets 
110 

DENVER (AP) — Rolando 
Blackman scored 31 points 
and backcourt partner Derek 
Harper had 27,' and Dallas 
outscored Denver 41-21 in the 
final 10 minutes. 

Michael Adams had 27 
points and 13 assists and Mar- 
cus Liberty had 19 points in 
relief of injured scoring leader 
Orlando Woolridge for the 
Nuggets, who /allied from a 
58-50 halftime deficit to lead 
83-76 going into the final 
period. 

Denver’s injury woes got 
worse Saturday, with Todd 
Lichti and Chris Jackson both 
injuring ankles. 

The Nuggets increased the 
margin to 89-78 with 10:08 left 
in the game. The Mavericks 
then scored ,20 of the next 22 
points, with Harper scoring 11 
of those, as Dallas took the 
lead for good, 98-91. with 6:22 
remaining. 

Soaks 121, Kings 93 

SEATTLE (AP) — Eddie 
Johnson scored 25 points as 
Seattle routed Sacramento for 
the second time in three days. 

Eight players scored in dou- 
ble figures as the Sonics won 
their fourth straight game, in- 
cluding 110-75 over die Kings 
Thursday night. 

Seattle led 59-33 at half- 
time. The Kings dosed to 
61-41 before a 20-9 run made 
it 81-50. 

Sacramento's Ralph Samp- 
son, playing for the first time 
since Nov. 25, had eight 
points and 16 rebounds in 44 
minutes. 

Lionel Simmons led Sac- 
ramento with 18 points. 

Warriors 115, Timber- 
wolves 102 
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tered with eight straight 
points, four by Paxson, to 
regain control. 

Person and Fleming each 


State's 38 points in the third 
quarter, lifting the Warriors to 
a 115-102 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves on 


scored 25 points and Schrempf Saturday nieht. 
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added 20 for the Pacers. 

Rockets 122, Sans 102 

HOUSTON (AP) — Vernon 
Maxwell scored six of his 11 
points in the final two minutes 
of the third quarter when 
Houston took command 
against Phoenix. 

Akeem Olajuwon led 
Houston with 24 points and 19 


MuJlin scored 11 of his 39 
points, Richmond 13 of his 32 
and Hardaway 12 of his- 22 in 
the third period when the 
Warriors extended to three- 
point halftime lead to 91-77. 

The Timberwolves, who 
lost their fifth consecutive 
game and dropped to 2-11 on 
tile road, were led by Gerald 
Glass with 24 points and Pooh 
Richardson with 19. s 
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YOUR FRIENDS, THE ENEMY 


Bosh vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 5 3 
10 9 4 2 

' K 9 6 3 

* 7 4 

WEST EAST 

* A 4 9 Q 10 8 6 

7 Q J 5 7 7 

: J72 085 

♦ J 9 8 5 3 <9 K 0 10 6 Z 


south 

♦ K J 72 
7 A K 8 6 3 
: A 10 4 


The bidding: 
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Pass 
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2 * 

Pass 
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Pass 

Pass 

Paw 

4 7 

Pass 


Opening lead: Five of * 

Once in awhile you will reach a 
con i ran which you cannot make un- 
der your own steam. That's the time 
to see whether you can enlist the aid 
of the defenders ro give you an 
assist. 

This deal was played some years 
ago in the trials io select the North 
American team for the world cham- 
pionship. North’s featherweight re- 
sponse was an attempt to keep the 
enemy out of the auction. When 
South showed a strong hand by re- 


versing, North regretted his earlier 
action, but there was no way to stop 
the bidding short of a rather tenu- 
ous game. 

West led a club and, had trumps 
broken 2-2. declarer would have 
had some chance. East's queen was 
taken with the ace and declarer 
cashed the two top trumps to learn 
there was a trump loser. With no 
dear pash to 10 tricks, declarer exit- 
ed with a trump. West could do no 
better than help declarer strip the 
hand by continuing with a dub to 
partner's king, ruffed in the closed 
hand. 

Since East had not entered the 
auction despite being short in hearts 
and having both high chib honors, 
declarer decided West quite likely 
held the ace of spades. The early 
play also iuggestsd West might be 
short in spades, so declarer led a low 
spade from hand! 

East, after topping dummy's nine 
of spades with the ten, was forced to 
return a spade 3nd declarer’s card- 
reading proved correct when the 
seven of spades fetched the ace. 
West did the best he could by exiting 
with the jack of diamonds, but de- 
clarer won in dummy, finessed the 
ten of diamonds and, when that 
held, claimed his contract. Declar- 
er's only losers were two spades and 
a trump. 


Andy Capp 
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NOW, I CAN 3itf THOSc GLOVES 
FOR THAT GIRL I LIKE... 




FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 24, 1990 

By homes S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to take care of last 
minute needs but not for putting 
recent plans into motion. It would 
be best to wait for a more oroDi- 
tious moment gnd to concentrate 
Instead on more personal con- 
cerns. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
good tune to start the day right by 
attending to whatever official, or, 
personal obligations that are out- . 
standing on your calendar to get 
done. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can get together with that 
partner with whom you have some 
pending deals and arrive at a new 
awareness of understanding of 
what is expected. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You . 
have so many projects to do that 
you wisely scan this day right by 
enthusiastically pitching in and 
doing the tasks facing you without 
delay. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever requires your 
attention in the world of creative 
ideas and action is very good for 
you now and you can join with 
other people. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to make sure you put into action 
those ideas which have been stated 
to you by your own household and 
do them so that your family 
approves. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get off on some jaunt or • 


amusing recreation with ope who 
means a great deal to you and who 
o )c r< deserves a - rest from some 
strenuous routines. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Now you have the desire to 
have far more of this world's goods 
but unless you do so In harmony 
with members of your own dan. 
something goes amiss. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your time to show 
you will join with ah artistic or 
well-intentioned dose companion 
to put into motion a joint plan of 

importance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your desire to have 
more confidential information is all 
right if the plan concerns your 
family or your basic security as well 
but avoid prying. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your friends and your 
usual compainions are all willing to 
start the day in such a manner that 
everyone gains so join with them in 
this event. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now are able to get 
more income and revenue by going 
along with what an influential high- 
er-up or prominent person suggests 
to you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) There are some pretty personal 
things you want but if you are to 
have them it is necessary for you to 
get in touch with a new ally of 
much character. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“It’s cinnamon toast. But we’re 
out of cinnamon, so I used 
chili powder." 




THE Daily Crossword by Georg* Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Fruit drinks 
S Kiwi or date 
TO Envelop 

14 Tiller 

15 Wash 

16 Nimbus 


16 Singer O’Day 

19 Privy to 

20 Humorist Josh 
22 Parlor piece 

24 NV town 

25 Chair 

26 Sneaky one 
29 “Moby Dick" 


34 Pooped 

36 Snlggler 

37 Squalid area 
39 Memos 

41 Hindu music 

42 Prince of Troy 
44 Block of Ice 

46 Parents 

47 Author Upton 
49 Site 

51 Cornucopia 

52 Kind of grain 

53 Worn out 
66 "Chicago" 

poet 

60 Mortgage 
St Ape 

63 Songbird 

64 Poker money- 

65 Fencing move 

66 Ferber or Beet 

67 — do- well 

68 Zeal 

68 Thick end 

DOWN 

1 Pequod 

skipper 

2 Pood shop 

3 Isr. airline 

4 Pleasant looks 

5 “Poor 
Richard's 
Almanack" 
author 

6 Starr 

■7 Las Etats — 


■■■■a aaaa 

!!■■■■ aaai 
»■■■■ an! 


iaua anna 


emo Mm Media Sanrfew, I 
MHqMiB n two 


8 Adherent: suff. 

9 Prickly plant 

10 "The Barefoot 
Boy" poet 

11 Bombast 

12 Ufy plant 

13 Com bread 

21 " — a song go 
out.." 

23 Overhang 

25 Passover feast 

28 Stingers 

27 Chou - 

28 Take — for 
the better 

28 Verw rhythm 

30 Andes 
rumJnam 

31 Statutory 

32 Clean the 43 
slate 

35 ink Ingrufient 45 

38 "Hawaii" 48 
author 50 

40 "The Catcher 52 
In the Rye" 
author S3 


Saturday'* Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnmii nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnm nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


Mailbox 

opening 

Gelid 

Small space 
Spider thread 
Tropical 
fruit 
Verve 


54 Amerce 

55 Lavish party 

56 Beach 
stuff 

57 Hindustani 

58 Lease 

59 Pesky fly 
■02 Robot pu ty 
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Seoul sees 
difficulties 
in N. Korea 


Tunisian olive oil output 
may rise to 1975 level 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — per cent higher than 110,000 tonnes in 1989”90, the State Marketing ~ 

An economic crisis may hit Board has said. 6 . • j 

iS-Sv 64 next - year - des ? ite 7116 country expects to export 70,000 tonnes, compared with about 111*26111 3,1 Q 

Us frugality campaign aimed at 50,000 in the previous season, it said. Tunisia is the second largest & 
overcoming food and energy, exporter in the world after Spain. tct amapapi n>\ Th * 

OomaSoirtKmn^ The European Community buys 46,000 tonnes of Tunisian olive oil Asian Development Bank 

paper has reported a year under an agreement renewed earlier this year. ' mav emereencv 

The Joone-Ane dailv news nnmocfic ad nnn ♦ — - (ajjdj may proviae emergency 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia expects olive oil' production in' the current TY 1_ * 4. 
1990-91 season to be 165,000 tonnes, the highest for 15 years and 50 A L 3-H 


Asian bank I Report 

£7. s ive impact 


examines Gulf crisis 
on Asian economies 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
The economies of developing 
countries in Asia that rely on 
imported oil have suffered from 
the Gulf crisis, a U.N. report has 
said. 

However, Asia's oil-exporting 
countries have benefited from 
rises in fuel costs since Iraq's 


paper has reported a year under an agreement renewed earlier this year. * mav^ro^^meree^cy However, Asia’s oil-exporting 

„ I? h J -°? n ir' AnS d " ly newS D °mestic consumption is about 40.000 tonnes a year so much of iidta countries have benefitted from 
quoted intelligence sources as this season’s production wil have to be stockpiled 15- - J rh >*2 ■ 10 costs since Iraq’s 

saying many ships and vehicles The ministry of agriculture has raised producer prices for the S ™ rtf*’ TSSL? * Tn Au 6- 2 invasion of Kuwait, and 
in the communist nation have season which opened on Nov. 1 by between 2.2 and 2.3 per cent, way adb ^ n0my ’ regional growth still averaged 

been Tunning low on fuel, show- below inflation at more than six per cent. . «7 Sla'iia h health y 5.1 P er cent l bis year, 

mg the North's economic diffi- The producer price for the highest quality of oil has gone up to 1.75 ofthe banT^econ- ^ereport added. • 

!?v«rth it * dina " (S2 ’ 12) a kil °8 rereme from 1.71 dinars. ($2.08) and for the Sn« a ktetiufov^mment 711(5 year_end 

H° rth Korea s economy may lowest grade to 1.39 dinars ($1.69) from 1.36 dinars ($1.65). !La U K? mary ™ P re pared by S. Kibna, 


“North Korea’s economy may 
be in a most critical stage in 
March next year because of food 
and energy shortages,” a senior- 
intelligence official was quoted 
as saying. 

Intelligence sources said the 
Soviet Union, a major energy 
supplier to North Korea, has 
. raised energy prices and re- 
placed barter trade with cash 
transactions, causing further 
economic problems for the 
* North, the paper reported. 

The newspaper did not men- 
tion the nationality of the intelli- 
gence sources. In such cases, 
they normally refer to South 
Korean sources. 

North Korea has launched an 
all-out frugality campaign, sus- 
pending operations of many fac- 


- — — - - — — 0VMVII V/pvilwU VU MUV, x UJ k^(WCC|| X 

been Tunning low on fuel, show- below inflation at more than six per cent, 
mg the North's economic diffi- The producer price for the highest quality c 

CUltieS. dinars a IrilnmmmA fmm 1 *71 


Chinese inflation begins 
to increase again 

BEIJING (R) — China’s infla- economy,” ' said the diplomat, 
tion rate rose in November as “When people realise that high 
slack market demand, bane of growth is coming back they think 
the national economy this year, there will be inflation and they 


began to expand. 

The official Economic In- 


rush gut and buy before prices 
rise,” he added. “That causes 


formation newspaper has said inflation. 


total retail sales in November 
increased by 10.3 per cent to 
70.8 billion yuan ($13.8 billion) 
over the same month a year ago. 

That growth far outstripped 
the 1.1 per cent rise in sales seen 


in the first 11 months of this year P rice hikes. 


The newspaper said inflation, 
which has fallen steadily this 
year, has also began to pick up, 
partly because of increased com- 
mercial activity and partly be- 
cause of government-ordered 


tones, ships and nearly one-third I ov 5L die . same period in 1989. 


of its military vehicles, it said. 


This is some of the best news 


A Soviet scholar told a semi- Jh at economy has had all year, 
nar last week that North Korea's Finally market demand may be 
economy shrank by 5.3 per cent sanding, said an Asian diplo- 
last year. He accused the North mal ‘ 

of heavy spending on defence Slack market demand has 
and projects intended for prop- meant slow industrial sales. 


In November inflation ran at 
5.3 per cent, compared to the 
same month a year ago. That 
was a jump of 1.7 percentage 


request for loans to rescue the 
country's deteriorating balance 
of payments, the official told 
Reuters. 

The assistance is likely to total 
between 5100 to $200 million, he 
said. “Some balance of pay- 
ments support is being consi- 
dered with some stipulations,” 
the official added. 

Islamabad, the second largest 
recipient of ADB assistance, 
estimates the Gulf crisis will cost 
it more than $2 billion over a 
year due to additional oil costs 
and the loss of trade and remitt- 
ances from Pakistani workers 
who have fled the Gulf. 

Its foreign exchange reserves 
were at a dangerously low level 
of 1.30 billion rupees ($59 mil- 
lion), enough to cover only three 
days of imports, at the end of 
November. 

Kuwaiti Ambassador Qasim 


points from October’s year-on- j Omar AI Yagout said recently 


aganda value. 


stockpiles and falling profits for 


year rate. 

Some fuel prices rose by an 
average 49.9 per cent in 35 cities 
in China, compared to the same 


his government. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
would probably lend Pakistan 
$500 million to bolster its re- 


Official North Korean news China’s companies. For the gov- 
reports have said military spend- eminent it has meant declining 
ing accounted for up to 12 per tax revenues and soaring bills for 
cent of the 1989 and 1990 gov- subsidies to the one-third of all 
emment budgets. But Western state-run industries running at a 
military experts believe the loss. 

North spends more on defence. “This is an unsophisticated 


month last year, the newspaper | serves. No agreement has been 

signed yet. 


executive secretary of the 
Bangkok-based United Nations 
Economic and Social Comission 
for Asia and the Pacific. 

It said many countries in the 
region had suffered a drop of 
one to two percentage points in 
their growth rates, but oil pro- 
ducers Brunei. Indonesia. Iran 
and Malaysia all registered high- 
er growth. 

According to U.N. figures, oil 
■prices have increased 50 per cent 
'since the Iraqi invasion. Many 
developing countries in the Asia- 
Pacific region also have suffered 
from a decline in exports to the 
Middle East and a loss of remitt- 
ances from their nationals work- 
ing there. 

However, despite “global eco- 
nomic and political uncertain- 
ties, the region’s overall per- 
formance was relatively strong in 
1990, equalling that of last 
year,” Kibria’s report said. 

The economies that slowed 
down included those of “high 
flying” countries that have to 
import oil. 

Hong Kong and South Korea 
were exceptions, but between 


1989 and 1990, expansion rates 
dropped from 7.1 per cent to five 
per cent in Taiwan and from 9.2 
per cent to 8.5 per cent in 
Singapore, die repdrt said. 

Thailand and the Philippines 
suffered even bigger falls — 
almost three percentage points 
each — although Thailand still 
managed to retain the highest 
regional growth rate this year, 
9.6 per cent. ' 

Thailand was able to cope 
with the Gulf crisis better than 
other countries. The Philippines, 
meanwhile, had to face painful 
structural readjustments to re- 
duce its huge foreign debt, Kib- 
ria’s report said. Its 1990 growth 
rate was projected at 3.3 per 
cent. 

In China, austerity measures 
-succeeded in curbing inflation, 
but also lowered growth from, 
3.9 per cent last year to 3.5 per 
cent this year, it said. 

South Asian countries en- 
joyed healthy growth because 
good weather had increased 
agricultural output, the report 
said. 

India’s economy was esti- 
mated to be growing by five per 
cent, Pakistan’s by 5.2 per cent 
and Bangladesh’s by 5.8 per cent 
this year. Sri Lanka, after three 
successive years of slow growth 


averaging 2.5 per cent, ex- 
panded to 4.9 per cent in 1990, it 
said. 

The region's least developed 
and Pacific island countries con- 
tinued to fare badly as in pre- 
vious years and their economies 
remained weak and unstable, 
the report said. 

“In addition to rampant infla- 
tion, resources constraint and 
diminishing external assistance, 
they were thfe most affected by 
the high cost, in imported ener- 
gy,” the report said. 

Many countries faced double- 
digit inflation, and the export 
growth rate for the region fell 
from 11.6 per cent to 9.9 per 
cent this year. Many govern- 
ments were forced to cut public 
spending to narrow their budget 
deficits, it said. 

Such cuts deprived policy- 
makers of “an instrument for 
providing the economy with an 
expansionary stimulus,” and 
came at the expense of essential 
education, health and other 
basic programmes, the report 
said. 

Part from the Middle East 
crisis, another factor that conld 
jeopardise regional economies 
was the deadlock in the Uruguay 
Round talks tinder the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 


‘Trade, Kibria’s. report said. 

He. said that if the world be- 
came embroiled in “costly and 
bitter 'trade wars and formation 
of rival trade blocs," the worst 
victims would be Asia’s develop- 
ing countries. 

Kibria said agriculture in the 
region had suffered a downturn 
in 1989-90 because of changes in 
climate and a fell in the price of 
commodities, especially coconut 
oil, coffee, palm oil, rice, rubber 
and shrimp. 

He said overall, the growth in 
agricultural output had fallen to 
3.5 per cent. 

In Thailand, production 
would decrease two percentage 
points in 1990 after growth fi- 
gures of 10.2 per cent in 1988 
and 6.3 per cent m 1989. The 
decline was caused by a 13.7 per 
cent fall in rice production and a 
16.8 per cent fall in that of 
maize, Kibria’s report said. 

In industry, Kibria said Chi- 
na’s fiscal and credit policies had 
reduced its industrial growth 
from 20.8 per cent in 1988 to S.3 
per cent in 1989. It was expected 
to be around six percent in 1990. 

In South Korea, export 
growth was just three per cent in 
1989 compared with 29 per cent 
the previous year, the report 
said. 


Reforming East Europeans face 
increased pressure, OECD says 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, December 23, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschcmark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


12523 12593 
433.6 436.2 


Japanese yen (for 100) 489.9 492.8 
Dutch guilder 385.0 387.3 

Swedish crown 116.2 116.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 57.8 58.1 

Belgian franc (for 101 210.0 2IIJ 


MM* * 
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Dealers expect Japanese 
to brake gold price fall 


1 - Hussein of Jordan. 

2 - Saddam Hussein a Biography. 

,3 - By Way of Deception. 

4 - The Macmillan Encyclopedia. 

5 - Guinness Book of Records 1991. 

6 - Palestinian costumes. 

7 - High Above Jordan. 

8 - Chronicle of the 29th Century. 

9 - The meaning of the Glorious Qur’an. 

10 - Yamani — the inside story. 

These are new books now available in English at 

Firas Bookshop 

Tel: 641134 


\ oh &.K 


TOKYO (R) — Gold prices will 
drop if there is a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Gulf crisis but 
Japanese bargain-hunters will, 
quickly limit the fall, Tokyo pre- 
cious metals dealers and analysts 
have said. 

“Many dealers are afraid gold 
will plummet when the Gulf 
situation is settled," said Yukuji 
Sonoda, president, of th% 
Sumfthd‘ , feord;TOi?i^any.' li,i 
“‘'‘WcJU, rt Trtajl'hoT exactly free- 
fall, but the story with gold has 
changed from how high it will 


rise to ho w far it will fall, and at 
what point Japanese buying 
kicks in,” he said. 

Local investors are more con- 
cerned with the fluctuating 
dollar/yen rate and the threat of 
recession looming across most of 
the industrialised world than war 
fears, dealers said. 

“Even if shooting starts and 
gold goes up., we are locking at a 
■recession and a' falling "dollar 
after the shooting, and- 'both ariT* 
bad for gold,” one brokerage 
analyst said. “Gold will drop to 


r AI -RAWE" 


X - MAS PRESENTS EXHIBITION 


VISIT THE EXHIBITION 
ENTER IT FREE 


DAILY PRESENTS FOR , 

THE VISITORS. 


22, 23, 24-12-1990 From 10 AM-UTPi 





Harriott 




around $340 to $350 after eveiy- 
thing is settled." 

Hideo Kamei, director of ma- 
jor Japanese dealer Tanaka 
Kikinzoku Kogyo and general 
manager of its precious metals 
division, said he would not be 
surprised by a drop to $350 or 
below. 

But Kamei said Japanese de- 
mand would | sur^whep gold fel^,, 
fifelbWl^OO'yen' per gramme. *Tt. ; 
WBfllB 'Joe price in’ 

Japan in* : 1 1 or 12 years,” he said. 
“Investment demand will sky- 
rocket.” 

Taking into account dealing 
and other costs, at an exchange 
rate of 130 yen per dollar that 
would be $350 per ounce. At 125 
yen that would be $365. 

Most analysts and dealers put 
the bottom at $350, but the 
question of what happens after-, 
wards gives rise to a greater 
range of opinions. 

Pessimists saw gold fluctuating 
between $350 and $360 on the 
fear of recession and slack de- 
mand. 

“There are no bullish incen- 
tives for gold,” another broker- 
age dealer said. “Most of the 
industrialised world is in or ab- 
out to be in a recession. And if 
production falls in South Africa, 
North America will make up for 


PARIS (R) — The short-term 
outlook is bleak for East Euro- 
pean countries trying under im- 
mense soda! and finandal press- 
ures to switch to market econo- 
mies, the OECD has said. 

Eastern Europe is one of the 
areas worst hit by the rise in oil 
prices following Iraq's takeover 
of Kuwait, the economic forum 
of 24 industrial nations said in its 
half-yearly outlook. 

“The slowdown in the world 
economy, the rise in interest 
rates and, in particular, higher 
oil prices make for a more diffi- 
cult economic environment in 
which to pursue the sort of res- 
tructuring on which these coun- 
tries are now embarked,” the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said. ■ 

Several East European coun- 
tries have begun reforms, cutting 
budget defidts, restoring monet- 
ary control, raising efficiency 
through prices, and lideralising 


imports. 

“Nonetheless, it is dear that 
effective transformation is very 
much a medium-term process. 
Output declined in all these' 
countries in 1990 and is Hkely, at 
best, to stabilise in 1991, while 
inflation remains a widespread 
problem,” the OECD said. 

Output fell in 1990 by as much 
as 15 to 20 per cent -in Poland 
and Romania, but only by one 
pfer cent in Czechoslovakia, 
where the pace of reform has 
been slower, it said. 

In the Soviet Union reforms 
have not yet been agreed,. let 
alone implemented. Output is- 
falling and inflation is accelerat- 
ing. A foil in oil production is 
offsetting the benefits of higher 
dl prices for Moscow. 

? The trade balance of 3 ?astem 
Europe, excluding the Soviet' 
Union, anil be hit by Ganges 
next year in the Soviet-led trade 
bloc Comecon, which will intro- 
duce trade at world prices in 


hard currency instead of barters 
involving subsidised Soviet ener- 
gy and raw materials for East 
European manufactured goods. 

The impact of these factors, 
with the rise in oil prices, will lead 
to a deterioration in eastern 
Europe's overall trade balance of 
more than $9 billion, the OECD 
said. _ 

of more than $9 billion, the 
OECD said. 

Soviet subsidies on East Euro- 
pean energy imports alone were 
worth some $3.5 billion in 1988. 

The impact on individual East 
European countries of these 
changes ranges from four per 
cent of Bulgaria’s gross national 
product (GNP), to less than one 
per cent for Poland, a sizeable 
"domestic goal producer, "the 
OECD said. ■ " - 

The report said OECD mem- 
bers could help the reforms by 
keeping their markets open to 
East European exports. 


Surprising French trade data 
points to domestic showdown 


Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 


LETHAL WEAPON 


PARIS (R) — France has re- 
ported an unexpectedly small 
November trade deficit of 601 
million French francs ($117 mil- 
lion) which independent eco- 
nomists said was more a reflec- 
tion of a domestic economic 
slowdown than a lack of French 
competitiveness in world' mar- 
kets. 

. The provisional November fi- 
gure compared with October’s 


6.69 billion franc ($1.3 billion) 
shortfall. Economists had ex- 
pected a figure of around six 
billion (SI. 2 billion). 

“Half of this improvement is 
erratic. The deficit will be up 
again in December. But it is also 
confirmation of a pronounced 
slowdown,” "said Christopher 
Potts, economist at Banque In- 
’dosuez. 

He said the figures pointed to 


destocking in the corporate sec- 
tor, and noted there had been a 
sharp drop in business confi- 
dence since the summer when 
firms had been over-optimistic. 

The deficit on industrial goods 
shrank to just 181 million francs 
($35.2 million) in November 
from 4.29 billion francs ($834.6 
million) in October, the figures 
released by French customs 
show.. 
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Sheer. 3-JO, 630. 830 p m. 


r Cinema 


Tel: 677420' 



☆ STEALING HOME 

Show: 3:30, 6:45, 8:30 

☆ HEROES STAND ALONE 

. Show: 5:15, 10:30 / 




Sylvester Siellone 

LOCKUP 

V 

LOCK UP 

t 

Show: li30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1 

0:30. j 



! /Cinema 


Tel: 67557 IX 

/Cinema 

Tel: 699238X 

/ 


X 

Z 

Pin AZA X 


Mahmoud Yassin, Pussi, Salah Kabil 
in 

LICENCE TO KILL 

(Arabic) 


\ Show: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 
Friday ft Sunday extra show AI 1 


8:30. 1030 
nr AI 11:00 A. A. 


The Fearful Road 


(Arable) 


Show: 1230, 3:15. 5:15. 7:15, 9:45 pan. 



ANGLICAN CHURCH 
MIDNIGHT MASS TONIGHT 
ATfts30PM 
A very happy and blessed 
Christmas to all 


AL QASR HOTEL 

_ Shmesani 

Invites you to join our " Six continents " open 
buffet luncheon on Christmas Day Dec. 25th 
Many surprises await you : 

* Santa Clause 

* Gifts and prizes for children 

* Baby sitting and nursery 

* Computer games 

Adults JD 4.000 Children JD 2.000 
For Reservation ; Tel : 689671 / 666140 y 


The Spanish Cultural Centre 

Announces 

Announces that it is holding a winter Spanish language 
course. 

The course which lasts for three months will start January 
2, 1990. 

Registration for the course starts on December 18, 1990. 
The course is for all levels. 

Classes will be on: Saturdays, Mondays and Wednes- 
days. 

For more Information please cell Tel: 624049, 
Jabal Amman, First Circle. 


FOR RENT 

We have furnished and unfurnished apartments and villas. 

For info please call Jamal Real Estate 
Tel. 835859 


American Recreation Association la seeking general manager for full time 
petition. • 

Qualifications: Bachelor degree, supervisory experience. Fluent English ia 


Sand rasuow to: P.O. Box 154 Amman, Jordan attre American 
Em p lo y — Community 8anrtce Association. 


All empfoyers of FHigino domestic helpers from Kuwait and have 
not legalized their stay in. Jordan are kindly requested to 
surrender their maids to the Philippine embassy not later than 28 
December 1990. Otherwise they will be responsible for their 
repatriation to the Philippines and overstay penalty in accordance 
with the law. 

The Philippine Embassy 


^LA MAISON^^ 


Copper and Wooden frames (Arabise), silverware 
■ Burda Paper, ceramic, coloured, handmade 
glasst/nedals, boxes. 

... . - m yr . .• 

-4; 

^ Agents ofAifour. Crystal chandeliers 

American, gngfls h and Scandinavian fondtnra 
for heofte s -end offices. 
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Gorbachev threatens Republic 
of Moldova after KGB warning 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has given 
rhe southern Soviet Republic of 
Moldova 10 days to take mea- 
sures to resolve its ethnic dis- 
putes. 

The ultimatum followed a 
stern warning from the KGB 
security police Saturday that 
ethnic divisions could tear the 
Soviet Union apart and were 
being exploited by foreign intelli- 
gence services. 

A presidential decree, pub- 
lished by rhe Soviet News Agen- 
cy (TASS), ordered concessions 
by all sides in the conflict in 
Moldova, where at least three 
people were killed in October. 
The decree dissolved two self- 

styled breakaway republics with- 
in Moldova — proclaimed by the 
Turkish-speaking Gagauz and 
the Russian-speaking Dnestr re- 
gions. 

“The leadership of the repub- 
lic must inform the president 
within 10 days about the mea- 
sures taken to bring Moldova 
out of the critical situation,” it 
said. 


“In the event of this decree also led to the incorporation of 
not being respected, necessary Latvia. Lithuania and Estonia 
steps will be taken m accordance int0 r j, e soviet Union, was in- 
with the authority granted tc va |j^ 
the USSR president by the con- 


stitution.*' 

Gorbachev, suspected by 
liberal critics of caving in to 
pressure from hardliners in the 
Communist Party and army, has 
the power to introduce presiden- 
tial rule or send in troops to 
prevent violence. 


The Soviet leader's decree 
could foreshadow similar tough 
action against the three rebel- 
lious Baltic republics. 

Baltic leaders fear a crack- 
down bv the Soviet armv and 
KGB 'following recent hard 


the country and tough action was 
needed to guard against fresh 
violence and bloodshed. 

“When only sermons are used 
to stop violence and cruelty and 
when every citizens suffers from 
the absence of firmness and con- 
sistency, such democracy is 
worthless." he said. 

Boris Yeltsin, president of the 
Russian Federation, told repor- 


But the decree did offer some 
concessions, including an order 
that the Moldovan parliament 
should reconsider legislation 
viewed as discriminatory by the 
minorities, including laws prom- 
oting the Romanian language. 

Most people in Moldova, 
known as Moldavia until it de- 
clared sovereignty earlier this 
year, speak Romanian. The re- 
public was formed in 1940, large- 
ly from territory annexed from 
Romania under the terms of a 
Nazi-Soviet pact. 

Gorbachev said the republic's 
denunciation of the pact, which 


* ‘^4 T f ters at parliament that Gor- 

3 KGB „ c j! ri bachev might become more au- 
Vladimir Kryuchkov and De- ^oHurian towards republics 


fence Minister Dmitry Yazov. 

Lithuanian leader Vytautas 
Lands bergis told a meeting of his 
pro-independence Sajudis 
Movement in the republican 
capital of Vilnius Saturday that 
“resistance and self-defence me- 
asures” were required to pre- 
pare for presidential rule. 

“There are signs that rule of 
this kind has already been intro- 
duced surreptitiously.” he said. 

In Moscow, Kryuchkov cold 
the full Soviet parliament, de- 
bating new powers for Gor- 
bachev. that ethnic conflict was 
the most serious problem faring 


seeking greater autonomy. 

“I think he will suppress the 
republics a little, their sovereign- 
ty. make them repeal some of 
their laws,” he said. 

Soviet Prime Minisier Nikolai 
Ryzhkov said parliament's refus- 
al of new presidential powers 
would be a serious political de- 
feat for Gorbachev. 

He criticised the proposed 
new power structures, which 
give the president ultimate au- 
thority but allow for a greater 
say by the republics in decision- 
making. 


Indian troops kill 5 in bus attack 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — Sol- 
diers fired on two buses in the 
Kashmir Valley, lolling five pas- 
sengers and wounding about ten 
others, police and witnesses said 
Sunday. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation for the Saturday 
shooting, but witnesses noted 
that Muslim militants bad 
attacked army troops in the 
same area Friday. 

One soldier was killed in Fri- 
day’s attack, accordine to 


sources who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The two buses were fired on 
about 10 kilometres west of Sri- 
nagar on the road linking Bara- 
mulla and Uri. according to 
police in Srinagar and residents 
of the area. All spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity- 

Police and residents said three 
people died at the scene. Two 
more people died Sunday of 
their wounds, the residents said. 


Srinagar newspapers, includ- 
ing the leading Urdu-language 
A1 Safa, said eight people were 
killed at die scene, but there was 
no confirmation of these reports. 

At least 1.692 people have 
been killed in Kashmir since Jan. 
20 when the Indian government 
launched a crackdown on an in- 
creasingly violent secessionist 
movement by Muslim rebels. 
Most of the victims have been 
Muslim militants and their sup- 
porters. 


Slovenes vote on independence 


BELGRADE (AP) — Slovenes 
went to the poll Sunday to de- 
cide whether to opt for inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia, 
while voters in Communist-ruled 
Serbia and Montenegro were 
participating in second-round 
elections on who will govern 
them. 

Polls opened at 7 a.m. (0600 
GMT) in all three republics and 
voting was to continue until 7 
p-m. (1800 GMT). Official re- 
sults in Slovenia were expected 
Monday, while results in' the 
other republics will be known by 
Tuesday, election officials said. 

The outcome of the voting 
may be decisive for the survival 
of Yugoslavia, a federation of six 
republics representing a patch- 
work of often-antagonistic 
ethnic groups. 

A public poll suggested 
Slovene secessionists will cany 
the day. 

More than 90 per cent of 


voters in the country's northern 
and most affluent region will 
likely opt for possible secession 
from the federation, according 
to poll results published late last 
week by Ljubljana's newspaper. 

The centre-right coalition that 
has governed the state since last 
spring, when it ousted ruling 
Communists in Yugoslavia’s first 
free elections, says an une- 
quivocal “yes” for independence 
is needed. That would streng- 
then Slovenia's position in ex- 
pectea negotiations on the fu- 
ture makeup of Yugoslavia. 

“On Sunday we must decide 
whether we wish to assume re- 
sponsibility for our future,” said 
Slovenia’s president. Milan 
Kucan. in a televised statement 
late Friday. 

Slovenia and neighbouring 
Croatia favour turning Yugosla- 
via into a loose confederation of 
near-independent nations. This 
is vehemently opposed by the 


country's largest republic of Ser- 
bia. which advocates a central- 
ised federation. 

Slovene authorities have 
promised that their state, which 
borders Italy and Austria, will 
secede from Yugoslavia if the 
confederal plan is not accepted 
by the rest of the country. 


But the hardline leadership of 
Serbia, where ruling Commun- 
ists overwhelmingly won the first 
electoral round two weeks ago. 
has threatened it would not re- 
spect existing state boundaries in 
the event both Slovenia or 
Croatia declared their independ- 
ence. 


Serbia’s authoritarian presi- 
dent. Slobodan Milosevic, and 
his renamed Communists — the 
Socialist Party — captured 97 of 
the 250 parliamentary seats in 
the first round, with none going 
to any of the three major opposi- 
tion parties. 


Sri Lankans inured to Tamil war 


COLOMBO <R) — After bat- 
tling Tamil guerrillas for more 
than six months, the government 
says victory is a matter of time. 
The rebels seem equally confi- 
dent of winning. 

But in Colombo, the capital of 
this tropical island, people are 
becoming inured to the fighting, 
and some say the government's 
battle reports are like reading a 
daily score card. 

“Who cares what happens in 
the north and the east? Our daily 
battle is here — rustling up ^ 
square meal for our families, 
said Sunil Jayasinghe. a 
Sinhalese taxi driver. 

For most of the country, the 
3.750 guerrillas, troops and civi- 
lians who have been killed since 
a fresh round of fighting started 
on June 11 are little more than a 
statistic to be added to the 
li.000 people killed in earlier 
rounds of the separatist war that 
started in 1983. 

The government controls a 
few vital military installations in 
the north and a large part of the 
eastern sector of the island. The 
rebel Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, rule over vast 
tracts of jungles in the two dis- 
tricts where they are fighting to 
. set up an independent homeland 
for their ethnic minority. 

The deadlock is evident: 
neither side is willing to make 
concessions. Both claim victory 
is in sight. 

“We are rig ht on top of the 
situation. The LTTE is cornered 
in the north and is being mopped 
up in the east.” said Deputy- 
Defence Minister Ranjan Wj- 
jeratne. “It is now a matter of 
time before we finish them off," 
he said. 

The Tamil Tigers think other- 
wise. 

“We are now on the offensive. 
AH military camps in the north 
and the east have become 
vulnerable. We are going from 
strength to strength,” said Lawr- 
ence Thilaker, a top rebel 
leader. 

Although the war pining the 


mostly Hindu Tamils against the 
mostly Buddhist Sinhalese- 
dominated government is seven 
years old. dissatisfaction among 
the minority Tamil against the 
majority Sinhalese goes back 
more than 40 years. 

The government that was 
elected after Sri Lanka won in- 
dependence from Britain in 1949 
was predominantly Sinhalese. In 
1956 the government made 
Sinhalese the national language 
and Buddhism the state religion. 

Tamils form 18 per cent of Sri 
Lanka's 16 million people and 
most of them live in the north 
and the east. Sinhalese form 75 
per cent of the population and 
live in the southern and central 
districts. 

Simmering animosities boiled 
over into an ethnic war in 1983 
when Tamil militants killed 13 
Sinhalese soldiers with a land 
mine in the north. Sinhalese 
rioted in Colombo, killing scores 
of Tamils and burning their 
shops and homes. 

Following the riots. Tamil 
militants, who had banded 
themselves in several groups, 
took to the jungles and began 
their war for independence. 
There have been only two brief 
periods of peace. 

The first was three years ago 
when neighbouring India bro- 
kered a peace accord that called 
for the rebels to lay down arms. 
All groups abided by the pact in 
June 1987, but three months 
later the Tamil Tigers reneged 
on the accord and restarted the 
war. 

The Tigers and the govern- 
ment also called a ceasefire in 
May 1989 while they negotiated 
peace. But the talks broke down 
last June, starting the bloodiest 
round of fighting yet. 

“We are willing to talk to the 
LTTE. They are our citizens, 
but first they must surrender 
their weapons. We will not be 
fooled a second time.” said Wi- 
jerante. 

The rebels flatly refuse. 
“Although we arc getting stron- 


ger militarily every day, we have 
not dosed the door to negotia- 
tions. But there is absolutely no 
question of surrendering our 
arms. The Sinhalese have fooled 
the Tamils for 40 years. Not any 


U.N. votes 
to dissolve 
trusteeship 
of islands 


UNITED NATIONS (AT) — 
The Security Council voted 
overwhelmingly Saturday to dis- 
solve the 43-year-old U.N. trus- 
teeship over the strategic North- 
ern Marianas, Marshall Islands 
and Micronesia. 

The vote was 14-1. Only Cuba 
opposed the decision, arguing 
that not enough consideration 
had been devoted to the ques- 
tion, noting also objections by 
some residents of the Padfic 
Ocean islands who wanted the 
trusteeship to continue. 

The Federated States of Mic- 
ronesia and the Marshall Islands 
have pressed for termination so 
that their governments would 
become more independent and 
gain worldwide diplomatic rec- 
ognition. especially from Great 
Britain and Europe. The two 
semi-independent nations have 
diplomatic ties with several 
South Pacific countries and 
China. 

The termination agreement 
leaves Palau as the remaining 
entity under U.N. trusteeship 
and the Council expressed hope 
that the people of Palau will **in 
due course complete the process 
of freely exercising their right to 
self-determination . " 

The Marianas. Marshalls and 
Micronesia have various forms 
of semi-independence, in asso- 
ciation with the United States. 

For decades. Moscow had 
claimed that the United States’ 
bullied the Pacific trust territor- 
ies into doing its bidding by 
giving them special economic 
favours in exchange for main- 
taining the rights to military 
bases and ranges. 

The Trusteeship Council 
members — the United States, ’ 
Britain. France. China and the 


Cambodians 
fail to 

endorse 

U.N. plan 


more," Thilaker said. 

The war has heaped economic j Soviet Union — also are perma- 
disasters on this once-idyllic In- i nen: members of the Security 
dian Ocean island, known for its } Council, with veto power. 


jewels, spices and sunny 
beaches. 

The government's defence 
spending soared to S185 million 
this year, an increase of 50 per 
cent over last year, depriving the 
country of much needed de- 
velopment funds. 

Sri Lanka's military has now 
grown to 50,000 men from 
12,000 in 1984 and is expected to 
reach 100,000 in 1992. 

At least 30 more soldiers and 
Tamil rebels were killed on the 
third day of a government offen- 
sive spurred by the death of a 
senior army commander, milit- 
ary officials said Sunday. 

Government planes pounded 
a rebel camp at TelipiUai in the 
nonhem Jaffna peninsula Satur- 
day. killing 17 rebels, the offi- 
cials said. 

The Tamil rebels later killed 
nine soldiers during the army's 
attempt to overran the camp, 
according to the military offi- 
cials. who cannot be identified 
by name under briefing rules. 

The Jaffna peninsula, 300 
kilometres northeast of Col- 
ombo. is the Tigers' biggest 
stronghold. 

The rebels killed four other 
soldiers, including a captain, in 
an ambush Saturday at W'eli Oya 
in the Trincomaiee district, ab- 
out 225 kilometres northeast of 
Colombo. 

The government’s latest offen- 
sive in the 7!£-year-old war with 
the Tamil guerrillas followed 
Wednesday's killing of Brig. 
Lucky Wijeraine. 

Wi jeratne. whose jeep was 
blown up by a land mine, was 
the most senior officer killed in 
the Tamil revolt. 


PARIS (R) — Cambodia's four 
warring factions Sunday foiled to 
endorse an ambitious U.N. 
■peace plan but there were signs 
of hope in their agreement to 
talk again and an apparent 
softening in the stance of the 
Pbnom Penh government. 

“We have advanced on the 
path which should lead to a 
return to peace in Cambodia,". 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas told a news conference 
held with his Indonesian coun- 
terpart, Ali Alatas, at the end of 
two days of tough talks in Paris. 

The factions heard repeated 
warnings that the world's pati- 
ence was wearing thin over their 
failure to stop squabbling and 
endorse the U.N. plan to end 
more than a decade of civil war 
in Cambodia. 

The plan calls for U.N. admi- 
nistrators and peacekeeping 
troops to oversee a ceasefire and 
elections. 

Britain, one of five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council which drafted the plan, 
made official contact with 
Phnom Penh Saturday for the 
first time since 1979 to urge it to 
endorse the scheme. 

A senior Foreign Office offi- 
cial flew to Paris to deliver the 
warning to the Vietnamese- 
backed government of Prime 
Minsiter Hun Sen. 

“I told them this offer may not 
be an offer much longer from the 
international community,” the 
envoy, David Colvin, head of 
the Foreign Office's South East 
Asia Department. 

“If they are perceived as 
shooting this down their isola- 
tion will continue,” he added. 

Hun Sen's administration has 
lacked international recognition 
since it was installed by Viet- 
namese troops invading Cambo- 
dia 12 years ago. 

The three guerrilla move- 
ments have already announced 
.their acceptance of the U.N. 
blueprint. 

Britain's tough statement fol- 
lowed similar warnings from 
France and Indonesia, the co- 
chairmen of the talks this 
weekend aimed at winning en- 
dorsement of the U.N. peace 
plan. 

“The world is changing rapid- 
ly. the world is caught in tur- 
moil,” Alatas told reporters. 
“There will be other questions 
that will demand our attention,” 
he warned in an apparent refer- 
ence to the Gulf and chaos in the 
Soviet Union. 

Colvin said Britain wanted 
Phnom Penh and its three foes to 
reach full agreement on the- 
U.N. plan next month. 

Dumas said he hoped to re- 
convene a 19- nation Paris peace 
conference on Cambodia in the 
first quarter of 1991 to give the 
plan a final go-ahead. 

Dumas expressed satisfaction, 
that the U.N. peace initiative 
had survived this weekend’s 
meeting, but he conceded that 
“the next phase will be diffi- 
cult.” 

After two days of talks. Hun 
Sen, 39, eventually agreed to a 
further round of negotiations, 
but he raised major objections 
that are likely to cause new 
headaches for negotiators. 


Campus clashes threaten 
Bangladesh student unity 


DHAKA (R) — At least 12 
people were injured when rival 
students set dormitories on fire 
and fought running battles with 
home-made bombs and rocks at 
Dhaka University, witnesses 
said Sunday. 

ThinSaturday between groups 
supported by the All Party Stu- 
dents Union (APSU) and the 
Islamic Chhatra Shibir Students. 
More than 150 teachers and stu- 
dents were injured. 

As the news of the Chittagong 
inddent reached Dhaka Uni- 
•versity, angry APSU supporters 
turned on Shibir followers and 
set fire to about 25 of their 
rooms. 

At least 12 Shibir students 
were injured in the fighting 
Saturday night and Sunday. 

APSU leaders 'accused Shibir, 


the student wing of the rightist 
Jamaat E-Islaim Party, of trying 
to create a state of anarchy 
ahead of the parliamentary elec- 
tions due on Feb. 27. 


Authorities Saturday dosed 
the Dhaka City College after 
armed people stormed into the 
principal's office and threatened 
to kill him. Police say they are 
investigating the case. 


Analysts say the unrest could 
sinead to other cities and split 
the students, who had become a 
major force against ousted Presi- 
dent Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad. 


Ershad stepped down on Dec. 
6 following a violent campaign 
by 22 opposition parties, stu- 
dents and professional groups. 


French Communist Party 
reelects Marchais as leader 


SAINT-OUEN. France (AP) - 
Georges Marchais was over- 
whelmingly reelected secretary- 
general of France’s Communist' 
Party, prevailing over vigorous 
dissension in party ranks. 

The five-day congress in this 
working-class suburb north of 
Paris was the party's first since 
the dramatic collapse of Com- 
munist regimes in Eastern 
Europe. 

Marchais' reelection, in which 
he received 99 per cent of the 
delegates' votes, effectively 
quashed calls for major over- 
hauls of his policies. 

Party congresses are held ev- 
ery three years and are the higb- 


ty's founding and at a time when 
Marchais was facing increased 
calls for reform. 

The Communists hold 26 of 
the 557 seats in the National 1 
Assembly, down from 35 m 1986. 
and 44 in 1988. 

Membership has plunged in 
the affiliated union General 
Confederation of Labour, from 
16 million in 1977 to 4 million. 
The party claims it has 600,000 
members, but drew less than 10 
per cent of the vote in recent 
elections. 

Critics of the 70-year-old Mar- 
chais, who has led the Commun- 
ists since 1972, say he controls 
the party in a tight, undemocratic 


est forum for setting party poll- way, and has not drawn lessons 
cy. This year's meeting came on from the failed Communist reg- 
the 70th anniversary of the parr i me s of Eastern Europe. 


France claims war 
reparation from Germany 


BERLIN (AP) — France is 
asking Germany for reparations 
.from World War n. a newspaper 
has reported. 

An official confirmed the re- 
port. and said the October uni- 
fication of the two Germanys 
gives the united country the bur- 
den of war damaged that East 
Germany balked at paying, and 
other obligations of the now-, 
defunct Communist country. 

' In Paris, an authorised source 
who would not be further identi- 
fied also confirmed discussions 


Nazi Germany. 

Asked how the daSms would 
be converted into today's 
money, the spokesman said it 
was a technical question for 
negotiators. 

In the West German currency 
reform of 1948, 10 reichsmarks 
were converted to 1 mark. At 
that rate, the German currency 
part of the French claim would 
be set at 26.1 billion marks, 
today worth about $17 billion. 
The French currency also has 
been reformed since the war — 


were under way but stressed that data on its conversion were not 
they involved claims from pri- available. 


vate citizens, not French gov- 
ernmental claims. 

Die Welt newspaper quoted 
reliable sources saying French 
diplomats had spoken several 
times with the Foreign Ministry 
in Bonn about the issue and the 
French embassy there had sent 
two notes to the ministry. 

A ministry spokesman, who 
refused to be identified by name, 
said the issue was a “normal 
occurrence after unification, ab- 
out which there must be negotia- 
tions." France had previously 
been in contact with East Ger- 
many about reparations, he said, 
without giving details. 

The Die Welt report said 
France had put its claim in the 
currencies of 1945: 37.6 billion 
French francs and 261 billion 
reichsmarks, the currency of 


The spokesman said there 
would be talks early next year 
about the issue. 

After the war the big four 
allies — the United States, 
France, Britain and the Soviet 
Union — assessed reparations 
against Germany to be paid in 
assets and capital goods. But 
Germany was economically 
prostrate and collection of repa- 
rations was uneven. 

In the mid- 19805 West- Ger- 
many agreed to pay damages to 
some French people who did 
forced labour or were drafted 
into the Germany military. 

Germany is paying repara- 
tions to Israel and individual 
Jews. That sum so far has totalld 
about 80 billion marks, about 
S53 billion at today's exchange 
rates. 



Spanish lottery 
winners celebrate 


MADRID (AP) — Jubilant 
workers in Valencia shut down; 
early and residents of a Madrid - 
suburb flocked into the screetsfcto - 
celebrate, winning part of a Sf.l 
bDHon Christmas lottery billed 
as the world’s richest. They were., 
among the lucky Spaniards wfcp ; . 
shared “El Gordo" (the fat qd®. • : 
the top prize that paid 250 iml- 
fion pesetas ($2.63 million) to 
each of 90 tickets bearing the 
number 32522. Since each of the 
90 tickets cost 25,000 pesetas 
($263), most were split among 
famil ies, friends,- club memiwrs 
and co -workers. Once somebody, 
buys a ticket, he or she can 
divide it into as many shares ’as 
he wants by simply signing- a 
piece of paper. El Gordo rained 
new wealth on residents of cities 
and towns in Madrid, Cuenca 
and Valencia. But thousands - 
more Spaniards won .other si&- ‘ 
stantial prizes in the an n fill 
drawing. About 10 billion pese- 
tas (S105 million) were spread* 
around the lower-mi ddle-ci ^s 
suburb of Alcorcon. *5 
kilometres southwest of cue 
capital- Police said extra units 
had been called to control traffic 
as winners began a street patty 
near the outlet which sold arc 
tickets. “You can imagine w| 
it's like with everyone in 
street," said a municipal polic 
man. ‘“Since the prize was 
distributed, practically every 
is having a private party.™ 


Mother charged 
with giving cocaln& 
to daughter i 



Democracy fails to provide food or fuel for winter 


TIMISOARA. Romania I AP) 
— Romanians and Bulgarians, 
whose farms once fed Eastern 
Europe, welcome freedom after 
decades of Communist oppres- 
sion but think more about get- 
ting enough food and fuel for the 
winter. 

They had hoped economic 
hard times would end with the 
downfall of their old regimes a 
>ear ago. but it hasn't happened. 

“We need food and clothes,” 
said Li via Hosszu of Timisoara. 
“You can't eat democracy.” 

In Romania, food production 
has declined 20 per cent since 
Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ceaaseseu was overthrown and 
executed a year ago. Less is 
being exported, but much finds 
its way to the high-priced black 
market. 


Bulgarians lived relatively 
well on the food and energy 
bought by Zhivkov's liberal bor- 
rowing policies, so this has been 
the worst winter ever for many. 

Months of political bickering 
between a weak government and 
divided opposition prevented ac- 
tion on measures to improve 
living standards. 

Shelves in food stores usually 
are empty. Bulgaria stopped 
making payments months ago on 
a foreign debt of more than $10 
billion and is strapped for cash to 
import energy. 


Only 120 tonnes of meat was 
ieft in Bulgaria's main ware- 
house by mid-December. Sofia 
alone normally needs 7,000 ton- 
nes a month. Sugar, cooking oil 
and potatoes also were scarce or 
unavailable and energy was 
rationed. 


After Ceausescu and Todo 
Zhivkov of Bulgaria were 
ousted, new governments were 


“If I could choose. I'd choose 
to live in a country' where there 
is maybe less democracy but 
more goods,” said Marina Popo- 
va. 27, who spends much of her 
time in a stuffy kitchen-1 i ring 
room with her husband, 3-year- 
old child and in-laws. 

“We don't have enough wood 
to beat the whole house, and 
that's why during the day we all 
live in one room.” she told a 
visitor to Kalugerovo, her village 
130 kilometres southeast of 
Sofia. 

Little was for sale in the vil- 
lage store except for cheese, 
packets of rice and cans of fish. 


Sirakova, said life gets “worse 
and worse” in Bulgaria. 

Meat has been unavailable for 
four months and cooking oil for 
three, she said, in a shabby room 
she shares with her husband. 
Mrs. Sirakova. 52. is an unem- 
ployed cleaning woman. 

Romanians suffered severely 
during the last decade of 
Ceausescu s rule, when he ex- 
ported most of the country's 
food and raw materials to pay off 
the foreign debt. 

A sense of betrayal by the 
subsequent government is parti- 
cularly strong in the western city 
of Timisoara, 480 kilometres 
from Bucharest, where the up- 
rising against the dictator began 
last December. 

“The sacrifice was for no- 
thing.” Anna Kis said of the 
unfulfilled promise of better 
times. 


WILMINGTON, DelawaA 
(AP) — A woman was a 
for giving her 2-year-old 
ter cocaine on at least two 
sons. Police said they 
Maryland Brown's daughter 
under the influence of cocaine 
Wednesday when they showed 
tq) at Brown’s home to arrest her 
a for allegedly giving it to the giri 
’before. Ms. Brown, 22. was 
charged with two counts of first- 
degree reckless endangering and 
two counts of delivering cocairi& 
Tht^girl was hospitalised,, bar 
officials declined to gjwe hek 

name or condition. The itivdfc- 
tigation had begun last welk 
when the girl was treated at 'll 
. hospital for cocaine withdrawal, 
police SgL Martin P. Hageman 
said. Ivory L. Johnson, director 
of die state division of Child 
Protective Services, said the 
child was released from the hos- 
pital into a relative's custody 
while police investigated her 
mother. “Detectives obtained 
enough evidence to arrest her 
and upon r etu r ning to the sus- 
pect’s home, discovered the 
child had been returned to the 
mother,” Hageman said. Ms. 
Brown was held at the Women% 
Correctional Institution ro 
Oaymont in Lien of Sll.OOl 
bafl. 


Wife of 'Yorkshire 
ripper 1 loses 
libel suit 


Mrs. Kis, a 42-ycar-old 
widow, and Ms. Hosszu, 52. 
were interviewed after a four- 
hour shopping tour in Giroc, the 
working class district where 
some of the first protests 
occurred. 


chosen in free elections with- A supply van that used to come 
mandates for economic reform, folly loaded three times a week 
They promised a break with the now makes sporadic deliveries, 
old, inefficient economics and a said the store manager, who 
taste of the free-markei policies would not give her name, 
that made Western Europe “It may have been bad while 
prosperous. But opponents com- Zhivkov was in power, but at 


plained that the new govern- 
ments were dominated by for- 
mer Communists. 


she 


least our shop was frill.' 
said. 

Another resident, Sotyanka 


Many people spend hours 
each day foraging for necessities. 
More than 100 people waited 
outside a butcher shop for grist- 
ly, unidentifiable cuts of meat. 

The two women said food 
rationing, normal under 
Ceausescu, had been introduced 
again in Timisoara. 

They said monthly limits per 
'person were two kilogrammes of 
sugar, one kilogramme of oil, 15 


eggs. 300 grammes of butter, 1.5 
kilogrammes of flour and one 
chicken. 

When asked what she had 
bought. Mrs. Kis pulled a chunk 
of lard and a garlic clove from a 
battered jute sack. 

"I wanted some salami or 
ham,” she said. “1 also couldn't 
find any butter, eggs, flour or 
rice. You've got a ration card, 
but no food." 

Where food is concerned, she i 

said, there is no difference be- | 

tween Ceausescu and President 

Ion Iliescu, who was elected in I 

May. Uiescu is under increasing j 

pressure to resign, in part be--i 

cause of the dismal economic ! 

picture. » i 

^ » 

Many base items of dotbing. 
are unavailable and others are 
too expensive, said Mrs. Kis, 
who earns 2,800 lei ($80) a 
month. She said shoes that cost 
350 lei a year ago now sell for 
1.500 lei, if they can be found at 
the official price. 

Even on i the black market, 
you can-t get what you want 
much of the time, and things are 
three times as expensive a$ in 
state shops,” she said. 

Homes are warm in Giroc. 
Mrs. Kis said, but the people 
worry about a fuel shortage. 

In the nearby village of Carpi- 
nis, nothing but piles of coal dust 
remain in the foel depot. 

“Only those who know the 
nght people stay warm and fed,” 
said Magdalena Wambach, the 
village teacher. “It’s just like 
under Ceausescu.” 


LONDON (R) — The wife df 
the “Yorkshire ripper” ma& 
murderer lost a libel suit againSt 
a British newspaper that said she 
had an affair with a Greek who 
looked like her husband. The 
high court in London ordered 
Sonia Sutcliffe to pay the News 
Of The World £300,000 
($570,000) in court costs, nearly 
erasing her gains from a string or 
successful law suits against the Brit- 
ish press. The jury verdict was 
Sutcliffe’s first loss in seven 
years of court battles. Sutcliffe, 
whose husband Peter was jailed 
for life in 1981 for murdering 13 
women in Yorkshire, won about 
£334,000 ($635,000) in libel 
damages from previous cases. In 
a December 1988 article, ttife 
News Of The World said S mclflfc 
fie, 40, had a “sisting” affair ip 
Greece with Greek holiday coqP 
pany chief but kept her marriage 
a secret. ‘T feel sick. I’ve been 
kissing and caressing tire wife of 
a monster,” it quoted the Greek, 1 
George Papootsis, as saying. 
Sutdiffe, legally separated bat 
not divorced fro m her husband, 
denied having an affair with tfa£ 
h ands o me, bearded Greek dar- 
ing the May 1988 trip. In the 
most celebrated of her previodf 
libel actions, the former 
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won a record £600,000 ($i.„ 
million) from the British satirical 
magazine Private Eye. 
award prompted calls forW 
change in the way such pajmerif 
are assessed. The magazhU- 
appealed and the datnay* were 
reduced to £60.000 ($114,000). 
Private Eye had accused Sntcta" 
fe of frying to sell her story to 
n ewspaper to capitafise on 
husband’s notoriety. 






